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From the Headmistress
Dear Parents,
This half term is whizzing by in the best possible way, with
the children immersed in a wide range of stimulating indoor
and outdoor activities to help their learning.
In the Pre-Prep we even saw a blossom blizzard on a breezy
day, just one example of a practical activity reinforcing
important concepts. Learning through play is particularly
important in younger children, as child-led experiences help
them to engage in the world with enthusiasm and curiosity,
whilst
growing
in
confidence and developing
important friendships at
the same time.
Friendship is after all at the heart of all school life. We want every child to
feel secure and happy in the knowledge that they are part of a network of
friends and teachers who care about them. This was reflected in the
Lower School Council when the suggestion was made to put a friendship
bench in the playground areas. Typically, our talented Year 8 Scholars
responded creatively to the brief to design Buddy Benches
for the school campus, so that pupils have a place they
know they can go to for help.
The idea is simple - if a child feels lonely or wants someone
to talk to, they can go to the bench as a signal that they
need some help. Another child or teacher will then recognise
this and talk to them or include them in their game. The
Buddy Bench becomes a key element of the school
environment, encouraging children to seek help when they
are troubled over seemingly small matters or more serious
concerns. The Year 8 designs are fantastically creative, and
we look forward to bringing them to life and seeing them
making a positive contribution to the campus.
In the Prep School it is lovely to hear snippets of excited chatter from pupils looking ahead to their
residential trips. Though it is now two years since they were last possible, such trips are a key part of
school life and personal development, enabling pupils to develop confidence and independence. So, we are
delighted that they are now able to go ahead, starting with the Middle School trip next week. We look
forward to sharing tales of their adventures as we move through the term.
Have a lovely weekend.
Shelley
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
We are delighted to bring you further news of our pupils’ Senior School Scholarship success.
Congratulations to the pupils below on their fantastic achievement.
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CELEBRATING EID
We would like to wish all members of our community who are
celebrating Eid Ul Fitr a wonderful time with their families and
friends. This festival is one of the biggest events in the Islamic
calendar, celebrating the end of Ramadan and shows a Muslim’s
gratitude to Allah. We are studying Islam in Year 5 and were lucky
enough to have Ellie speak to us about Eid.

Here are a selection of Ellie’s slides:

We would normally go to our
grandparents for a big celebration,
but this year we are going to have
a big feast with different curries
and sweet treats! Xavi K, Yr 4

We see family, have a big lunch with
lots of meat and we have gifts and
sweets. We are going to make
cookies. I can't wait! Amani F, Yr 4

PRE-PREP
Feeding Minds and Bodies
In Reception, children still need to learn through play and child-led experience as
well

as

activities

directed by adults.

In Year 1, children who are aged 5 and
6

need

lots

experience

of

of

practical
learning

hands-on
to

secure

concepts. We call this the ‘concrete’
stage.

It

can

happen

indoors

or

outdoors in planned and spontaneous
situations, even in a blossom blizzard
on a breezy day!

Our snack and mealtimes at
Feltonfleet are important for
all pupils. With the close
care and support of our staff
team, children are learning
how to open packets, peel
fruit

and

manage

their

cutlery and crockery.

Snack and desserts cater for
everyone, with jelly that is both
vegan and gluten free as well as
fruit

options

for

those

who

simply don’t like jelly.

Year 2 have their lunch in the
main

school

making
choices,

more
which

Dining
of

Room,

their
is

own

excellent

experience for their transition
into

Lower

School

in

September. Most enjoy chips...
but only on Fridays!

Amanda Burton Smith
Head of Pre-Prep

PRE-PREP
Year 2 Explore Space in
Intellectual Curiosity Week
Before Easter, the children in Year 2 enjoyed a
week of Intellectual Curiosity. This refers to a
deep desire to learn and understand more. The
more genuine interest that a person has, the
more they will develop a love for learning.
Due to the interest shown by the children we chose the topic of Space
for the week. The children began with sharing what they already
knew about space. They thought about what they wanted to learn more
about, e.g. ‘How many stars are there in the sky?’
From this starting point, the children narrowed down their field of
interest into Stars, Planets, Black Holes and People and Animals in space
as some examples. They then created their own incredible fact files
using Book Creator and Seesaw, or
designed posters, exploring various nonfiction texts to support their learning.
We were also very lucky to have Mr
Davies from the Science Department spending an afternoon with us,
leading us in some, interactive rocket experiments using Mentos, CocaCola, energy tablets and water.
It was a super week and we learnt so much!

Elicia Leach and Claire Day
Year 2

LOWER SCHOOL
Year 3 have been busy finding fractions of amounts this week and
investigating different types of soil around school.
Click to play the video

Year 4 pupils have been learning about the three
different types of rocks, including how they are
formed and their different features.

In Maths, the pupils designed
their own ‘shops’ and came up
with prices for six items. They
visited each other’s ‘shops’ and were told how much
money they had to spend at each shop. They had to
decide what they would like to buy and work out if they
could afford the items by rounding up/down the prices
to the nearest pound and adding them together.

Helen Marland
Head of Lower School

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Focus on Year 5 Digital Learning
Year 5 have hit the ground running this term in Digital Learning! We have moved on to
learning all about basic coding and, more importantly, how to solve problems
to play
the video
independently. This is a lot easier said than done, Click
as the
Year
5s found out! They have
become experts in how to spot mistakes in their code and have learnt how to fix it. I
think one of them might be coding for NASA or designing the new Minecraft in a few
years’ time!

Will Davies
Science & Digital Learning

5ETa testing their tennis court code. I think Harry’s put the speed up a little high on his!

I love making the Sphero
move
about
outside,
sometimes it just runs
away and we have to find
out why! Anna

Mr Davies’s dog, Woody, enjoying Sphero at home!

We found it hard to
predict the speed of our
Sphero but after testing,
we got it right! Alex

It was hard at first to spot our
mistakes, but we have been working
together to find them. Harry

Bluebell and Will’s code ready to go and be tested!

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Focus on Year 6 Science
Today we enjoyed being taken back in time to visit
Sir Isaac Newton on Zoom! He shared his
Click to play the video
discoveries and inventions, from gravity and
rainbows to planets, forces and motions - all areas
we have been covering in Science. Thank you to
King Edward’s, Witley for making this amazing feat
of time travel possible!
I learnt a lot about his
inventions.

Julia Crowe
Science Subject Leader

I learnt about Sir Isaac
Newton and what he
invented.

It was really fun!

He made it fun and
there
was
lots
of
humour.
He
was
our
greatest genius.

UPPER SCHOOL
Focus on Design and Technology
Year 7 and 8 have been pleased to have some extended time
in the workshop and to see all their plans come to fruition.
They have been applying their practical skills to manufacture
many of the designs that they worked so hard on during
Remote Learning. Here are a few of their final outcomes,
which include fully working speakers and little photo frames
for their favourite memories.

Emma Elsom
D & T Subject Leader

UPPER SCHOOL
Focus on Year 8 French Oscars
There is a real buzz and excitement
going on in the French department
this week as we are filming for the
Oscars! Scripts are written, lines
learnt, costumes chosen, film sets
prepared, and it is action time!
As part of our PSB programme, we have chosen to
read an authentic play in French and the Year 8 pupils
have worked extremely hard in acting, producing and
directing their own written versions of the scenes
from the book 'Eric a disparu'.
It is amazing how confident they are speaking French
and acting at the same time. It seems like it's going
to be tough to choose the Oscar nominees!

Nil Karaca
Modern Foreign Languages Subject Leader

UPPER SCHOOL
Bill Bryson Live Zoom
Last Friday, the internationally renowned, best-selling author Bill Bryson did a live Q and
A session on Zoom in the Ashbee Theatre with Year 8 pupils. The children asked him
some excellent questions which he answered in depth, and with his customary humour
and wisdom. His advice was inspirational and, among other things, he stressed the
importance of perseverance in order to succeed. He told them to follow their dreams and
to value themselves properly. The children came out of the talk both stimulated and
invigorated. Thank you, Bill Bryson!
Andy Rumbold
English

It was a great honour
to receive advice from
such an experienced
writer. Seth B

He answered the
questions brilliantly, his
answers being
informative and
inspirational. Amy V-R

His talk was truly inspiring and
I went home feeling like I
wanted to make my dreams
happen and not miss any
experiences I'd regret. Allegra
H

There were lots of stories and
anecdotes. It was very
inspiring and I loved every
moment. Archie M

So many funny
anecdotes.
Tom C

He
also
gave
us
some
inspirational advice, to never
give up, and to follow our
dreams, to have no regrets.
Georgie H

MUSIC
Meet some of our Young Musicians
I started getting interested in the cello when Mrs

Click to play the video

Spencer showed us all a demonstration earlier in Year 3.
She gave me a horse hair from the bow to keep and it
felt really nice. I like that the cello makes a very nice
sound and also my Granny played it when she was at
school.
I joined the Lower School orchestra this term. I love
playing as part of a group, it makes me more confident
as I don’t feel alone. I also love hearing all the other
instruments, even an oboe, and I love the beautiful
sound of when we all play together.
It is quite challenging keeping in time with everyone and
being on the right note. I hope to be in the orchestra for
the rest of my time at Feltonfleet because it’s really fun
and nice.
Willa S , Year 3

I started playing violin in September
2019 when I was Year 3. On the
orchestra instrument trial day at my
previous school, I tried cello, recorder
and trumpet, but I liked the violin, so I
started lessons at school. It is really
fun,

and

you

can

play

interesting

pieces. I like "Hay Barn Blues", because
it is jazzy music. It was one of my
Grade 5 exam pieces.
I started playing in the Lower School
orchestra in Year 4 because it seemed
to be interesting and fun and I enjoy
playing with others. I like the beautiful sound of the music we make together.
Sometimes the pieces can be challenging, and keeping pace with the orchestra, but I think I've
made very good progress since I joined.
Ryan M, Year 4

SPORT
Girls Round Up
It has been a delight this week to walk into Form Time and feel the buzz
in the classroom, as the boys and girls talk about their wins and losses
over the week - the wickets taken, runs scored, catches taken and nail
biting overs.
With the girls having had seven weeks of cricket training under their
belt, many having taken part in the cricket coaching clinics over the
Easter break, and more and more of us playing at clubs, we were more
than prepared for our fixtures over the past fortnight.
The U12s and U13s have faced Amesbury, Hall Grove and St John’s,
with the U10s taking on City of London Freemen’s School. The girls have played brilliantly, with some
excellent batting, great communication between the wickets and some outstanding fielding. Talking with
Staff, a special mention has to be given to the following girls for some marvellous individual
performances: (Yr 5) Emily, Amelia & Thalia (Yr 7 & 8) Talia G, Hannah Da, Imogen, Anna L, Heather,
Aurelia, Mia & Emily.

Charlotte Collard
Head of Girls Games

ESCA U13 Hardball Cup
Today, the First Team girls had a successful start to this
year’s ESCA (English Schools Cricket Association) U13
Hardball Cup. We were drawn against a really strong St
George's side, but the girls held their nerve and
managed to win the game with six balls to spare.
The girls will play St Johns in the quarter finals of the
Cup in the next couple of weeks.
I am hugely proud of the start the girls have made to
their hardball season.

Ed Smith
Director of Sport

Lower School Athletics
On Monday, 32 incredibly excited Year 3 and 4 pupils travelled to Claremont Fan
Court School to take part in an athletics match. We were treated to sunshine
and an amazing afternoon watching our pupils have brilliant fun and produce
some wonderful performances. Congratulations to all who took part and
contributed to a very enjoyable afternoon.
James Thompson
Head of Upper School,
Head of PE & Boys Games

SPORT
Nathan the Centurion
Our Cricket Captain led from the front last Saturday, scoring an
unbeaten 102 against Cranmore - the first time a pupil has scored a
century in a school match since 2007!
This is a very special achievement from a very special cricketer.
Nathan has played in the first XI since he was in Year 5, where he
topped the batting and bowling averages. He is a full County player
(often having captained Surrey in the age group above), and has
already scored a century in Adult Cricket as a 12 year old.
He is currently playing club cricket at Ashstead CC (U15s) and has also
been picked to play league cricket for the Mens 2nd XI and even preseason friendlies for the Mens First team.

Nathan is an outstanding talent, but
what is most impressive is his work
ethic, his training mindset and
appetite for improvement. It is a
pleasure to watch him grow as an
athlete and a cricketer. Well done,
Nathan!
Ed Smith
Director of Sport

Boys Cricket Update
It has been wonderful to see fixtures return this term. The start
of the cricket term has been incredibly enjoyable. The boys have
shown huge enthusiasm for the sport and it is wonderful to see
the nets in constant use through every break time. In the Upper
School there have been some classic matches, the highlight of
which was the 2nd XI taking
victory against a strong King's
House side off the final ball of the
match, with Alex L-S and Bertie M
scampering the single to take their
team to victory. It was a clean
sweep for the Year 5 boys against City of London Freemen's this week with all
our sides victorious. There was also great performances from all the U11
sides against Cumnor House, braving the cold to put in three impressive
performances. We look forward to the U8s and U9s getting started with their
fixture programme next week, having trained well so far this term. Well done
to every boy on his effort so far. Let’s hope for more runs, wickets and some
sunshine!

James Thompson
Head of Upper School,
Head of PE & Boys Games

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT
HEADMISTRESS AWARDS

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding
examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading. We are pleased to announce this week’s award
winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday.

Year 2

Year 3

Electra K-T

Henry H

For a responsible and respectful
approach to an assembly role
play of a Bible story.

For embracing school life and
always displaying fantastic
manners.

Year 6

Year 7

Ben W

Jemima A

For his consistent hard work and
dedication to all areas of school
life.

For an outstanding all round
contribution to the Feltonfleet
Community.

