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Friday 15th January 2021  

From the Headmistress 
Dear Parents, 

The ability and desire to adapt is part of 

our DNA here at Feltonfleet, and as a 

result we have managed to start off the 

Spring Term very successfully online, 

despite such short notice. The school, 

however, is not closed and we welcomed 

our Nursery pupils back for the new term 

and continue to be open for the children 

of Critical Workers and vulnerable 

children. As during the Summer Term last 

year, we are absolutely determined to 

make every day count for all our pupils by 

seeking creative opportunities for them to 

learn and to connect with each other.  

We learnt valuable lessons last time and collectively we continue to improve the art of remote teaching and 

learning. This term we have developed our provision further by enabling a 'live' digital classroom experience 

on Zoom. This has enhanced learning for our pupils, whilst still retaining the very best of our previous 

practice, as supported by Firefly and the use of Seesaw digital portfolios. We have been so impressed by the 

manner in which pupils of all ages have remained punctual, engaged and motivated online this week, and 

these qualities have been reflected in their excellent learning outcomes.  

Pastoral care and support remain a key priority, so we will continue to provide time for Assemblies and 

Thoughts for the Day to encourage and inspire our pupils. There will also be a range of activities, including 

the Trek to Tokyo initiative, 

that will foster engagement 

and connection within our 

school community, albeit 

virtually.  

My Thought for the Day this 

week focussed on the theme of 

joy and the significant health 

benefits of laughter. Charlie 

Chaplin once famously said, "A 

day without laughter is a day 

wasted", so I encouraged our 

children in this challenging 

period to seek out 

opportunities to make others 

smile through using the gift of 

laughter positively, something 

that they do so naturally when 

at school. One of the things I 

miss so much at the moment is the sound of laughter around the campus. 

Of course, remote learning requires patience, resilience, adaptability and at times a sense of humour; 

values which we all share as a community. These qualities underpin the confidence we have in our ability to 



 deliver the highest quality educational 

experience for our pupils. Until we can reopen 

the school, we will keep the Feltonfleet family 

connected by remaining in touch to share the 

progress and achievements of our 

pupils. There is light at the end of the tunnel 

with the prospect of the vaccination and you 

can be sure that we will reopen fully at the 

earliest opportunity. 

  

I hope you all have a relaxing weekend.  

Shelley Lance 

PUPIL WELLBEING  

Together Apart 
It has been great to see how much pupils are benefiting 

from morning registration with their Form Tutors. Starting 

the day with viewing a Thought for the Day video 

prepared by staff or pupils links our community and sets 

a purpose for the day ahead. Form Tutors are able to 

check in with each of the pupils in their care and can 

follow up on any issues or concerns and, equally as 

important, share some good humour and laughter.  

The form period at the end of the day allows pupils to 

have a clear separation from their 'school day' and being 

at home. We are very aware that pupils need to have opportunities to socialise with each other and we 

are discussing ways of structuring these form times so that pupils feel they have caught up with their 

friends and have had a chance to chat.   

Thoughts for the Day are available to view in the Pupil Remote Learning Centre. (click) 

Elizabeth Cherry 

Deputy Head (Pastoral) 

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/pupil-remote-learning-centre/feltonfleet-community


 

MEET OUR NEW GAP TEAM  

Top row: Ronan, Ruby   Bottom row: Will, Hannah 

Ruby Gutmann 
Hi everyone! My name is Ruby and I’m so happy 

to be part of the team here at Feltonfleet! I’m 

from the north of Sydney in NSW Australia and I 

am keen to experience a new setting and  the 

chance to work with children. I love sport, 

especially basketball and hockey, and I’m hoping 

to involve myself in each over the next year! I 

can’t wait for things to be normal again so I can 

meet the rest of the wonderful kids and create so 

many more memories!  

Hannah Nolan 
Hey everyone, I’m Hannah. You may recognise me 

from last year; I’m super excited to be back as a 

Feltonfleet ‘Gappie’ for 2021! I’m from Sydney’s North 

Shore in Australia and I absolutely love sport 

especially hockey and netball. I’ve relished this time 

I’ve spent within the Feltonfleet community and 

thoroughly look forward to another year of fun! I can’t 

wait until things are back to normal and everyone is 

back at school!   

Ronan Crotty 
Hi, I’m Ronan. I am from Armidale in Australia. It’s 

a small country town in New South Wales. I am 

very much looking forward to this gap year and 

meeting heaps of new people. I am also looking 

forward to having heaps of great experiences while 

here at Feltonfleet. My interests include sports, 

mainly rugby and cricket, and I am hoping to 

involve myself in both of these while at Feltonfleet 

in 2021.  

Will Burlison 
Hi everyone my name is William Burlison, you may 

recognise the name from my sister, Hannah, who 

was also here four years ago. I come from a small 

city called Palmerston North in New Zealand. I am 

very much looking forward to meeting new people, 

cultures and taking in new experiences here as my 

time as a ‘Gappie’. My interests include physical 

activity and wellbeing, as well as sport such as; 

basketball, cricket and rugby. Feltonfleet is such a 

prestigious school and I am more than thankful for 

the opportunity to be a member of the staff team. I 

hope the year can lift off and get back into rhythm, 

and we can enjoy as much as we can out of it.  



 

PRE -PREP  

Pupils and their parents have made a 

flying start with remote learning as 

the new year dawned.  

As well as a rigorous programme of 

Maths and English, pupils are 

engaging in musical, physical and 

creative activities in their homes, 

via Firefly and Seesaw.  Year 2 

begin each day with Zoom registrations.  

Nursery pupils have returned to school as the only full 

year group not instructed to stay at home in this 

lockdown. Smiley faces bounded through the gate 

delightfully unaware of the wider situation in which their 

older peers are learning through remote channels.  

 

 

 

 

Our team of Pre-Prep staff are nurturing and 

encouraging intellectual, personal, social and 

emotional development of all our pupils in the Nursery, in 

Critical Worker Care and in their own homes through our 

remote channels, joining up our Pre-Prep community with 

invisible threads of commitment all round. 

Amanda Burton Smith 

Head of Pre-Prep 

The Pre-Prep team 

completed First Aid 

training during INSET 

last week.  Socially 

distanced, of course! 

Remote Learning in Reception 



 

LOWER SCHOOL  

 

Click to play the video 

We have been so impressed with the work we 

have seen from Lower School pupils this 

week. They have taken to remote learning 

with enthusiasm and we have enjoyed 

catching up with them in form time sessions.  

Year 3 have been learning about the life of 

the famous explorer Ibn Battuta and have 

produced some wonderful posters about his travels across the 

world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 pupils have created posters about significant people this week. 

They included pictures and information about how they have made a 

difference to the world. Pupils demonstrated superb knowledge and 

creativity in choosing their subjects, from the very famous to lesser-

known individuals - all of whom have had an influence over some part 

of life either in the past or present day.   

Helen Marland 

Head of Lower School 

Year 3 Maths 

Year 3 English 



 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

Click to play the video 

Focus on Maths 

Year 5 have been extending 

their understanding of prime 

numbers. Prime numbers are 

very special because they are 

the building blocks of all other 

whole numbers (composite 

numbers).  The mathematical properties of 

prime numbers make them ideal for many uses 

such as public-key cryptography.  In Tuesday's 

lesson pupils were using the Sieve of 

Eratosthenes, an ancient algorithm, to find all 

the prime numbers up to 100.  

Mark Farmer 

Maths Teacher 



 

I am very confused on question 6 

and beyond. Could you please give 

me a hint or something how to do 

it?  Year 8 Pupil 

Today I have learnt that 
"joue" means to play and 
that if a vowel begins with a 
silent "H" then the "je" is 
shortened to a " j' ". WWW: 
The test in the link went well 
and I am feeling confident 
with "er" endings. EBI: It 
would be better if I could 
define between feminine and 
masculine easily.  
David, Year 7 

UPPER SCHOOL  

 

Independent Study in PSB 
Independence is one of the six core skills of the PSB 

(Pre-Senior Baccalaureate) curriculum in the Upper 

School, and Remote Learning requires pupils more than 

ever to be independent in their learning. We consider 

independence across three strands: thinking and learning, reviewing and 

improving and communication and the pupils are used to reflecting on their 

learning in their online blog.  

Simon Pomeroy 

Deputy Head (Academic) Art 
Here is my abstract self portrait 

from today. I really like the 

different shades of blue and how it 

expresses a calm and peaceful side 

to the piece.  The squiggly, bright 

coloured lines show the stress and 

multiple thoughts of the mind. The 

newspaper as the hair brings a 

busier and different atmosphere.  Imogen, Year 8 

Independence also means knowing 

when to ask the right questions 

Digital 

Learning - 

Coding 
I found some of the 

challenges trickier than 

others but it was very fun 

to work out the problems 

and to get the character to 

its goal.  Lola, Year 7 

Personal reflections on 
learning in French 



 

UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on RE 
Religious Education lessons have taken on some new, stimulating and challenging 

topics this new year. Year 7 have been discussing the material and non physical 

side of human nature, in preparation for a class debate on dualism and 

materialism. Year 8 have been opening up an age-old philosophical debate about 

human freedom, we will go onto discuss the large consequences if we accept that 

humans are not free but are determined.  

Eliza Taylor 

RE Subject Leader 

 



 

MUSIC  

 

Click to play the video 

Our pupils have been doing a super job in their new Zoomed music lessons - well done everybody! 

Here are some snaps of what we've been up to. Keep working hard. 
Chris Andrews 

Director of Music 



 

MUSIC  

 

Click to play the video 



 

SPORT  

As at Thursday 14th January we are 1030 miles into the 

challenge, which represents 17% of our target 

distance... AWESOME EFFORT - keep it up! 

Trek to Tokyo 

In order to motivate ourselves to remain active over lockdown, the 

challenge has been set to see if the school can generate 

enough mileage between us to get to Tokyo, the host of this summer’s 

Olympic Games!!  

Since last weekend, we have been attempting to walk, run, cycle or 

scoot the 5954 miles to Tokyo!!! All staff, pupils and family can 

participate and it is lovely to know that the school community is 

collaborating and staying active during these challenging times.   

 

Ed Smith 

Director of Sport 



 

SPORT  

Lockdown Sport 

The PE and sport provision continues despite the conditions, as it has never been 

more important to remain active in body, mind and soul. The sport and mindfulness 

content provides a blend of physical activity and physiological understanding whilst 

demanding strong reviewing and improving and communication skills.  

The revised scheme of work will focus on a particular health or skill-related 

component of fitness each week, i.e speed, strength, balance etc., as well as a 

core fitness module to complete.  

Pupils have been very well engaged and the work that is being 

returned has been excellent. Here are some examples of pupils work 

from the first two weeks.  

 

Section Challenge  Results  

Week 1 - The Press Up CHallenge 

Well done to every pupil who did press ups to try and win the first 

Section Challenge of half term. We had lots of entries from across 

Lower, Middle and Upper School.  

The results for the first week are:  

1st - Tigers 

2nd - Otters 

3rd - Badgers 

4th - Foxes 

Therefore the league table looks like this:  

 

Check Firefly for details of the Week 2 Challenge - The Rebound Catch.  (CLICK HERE FOR LINK)  

Position Section Points 

1st Tigers 4 

2nd Otters 3 

3rd Badgers 2 

4th Foxes 1 

Ed Smith 

Director of Sport 

James Thompson 

Head of Boys Games & PE  

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/pupil-remote-learning-centre/beyond-the-timetable-/feltonfleet-section-challenge


 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Reception 

Milo N-G 

For  focus, attention and 

creativity in his remote 

learning.  

Year 3 

Ben McK 

For  his engagement and 

enthusiasm in his remote 

learning.   

Year 6 

Jacob A 

For a fantastic start to remote 

learning and his positive 

contributions to Zoom discussions.  

Year 8 

Nathan F 

For his amazing Thought for the 

Day and culinary skills. 



 

CHARITY NEWS  

Staff Marcothon 

What do you do in December when you know it’s 

going to be a quiet Christmas and you need a 

purposeful distraction?  Of course, you run 5K every 

single day!  Some of you may remember Christmas 

2018 when I attempted my first Marcothon to raise 

money for Momentum Children’s Charity, Kingston, 

the school charity that year. 

What exactly is a Marcothon?  If you google it you’ll 

find explanations in various Scottish newspaper 

articles and on running websites.  They explain the 

origin and growth of this infectious running 

culture.  Originally, it was running 3 miles a day or 

for 25 minutes, whichever came first. 

Late November saw me whipping up the staff to see 

how many ‘willing’ lemmings I could coax into agreeing to try 

to run 5K every day for the 31 days of December.  That’s no 

days off, not Christmas Day and certainly not Hogmanay! 

A little like the Grand National, the starting field was 

substantial, quickly tailing off to the hardcore 8 left standing 

as term closed.  The Feltonfleet Staff Runners crossed the line together on day 31, albeit 

socially distanced by many miles.  This determined team consisted of Mrs Shervell, Mrs 

Ostle, Miss Marland, Mrs Crowe, Mrs Houston, Mrs Lance, Mr Farmer and me.  Duly noted were several 

staff who cycled or walked every day too.  And let’s not forget a special mention to Miss Wright, who 

due to injury only, had to mix running with walking. 

We took on the Marcothon to give us a collective physical challenge that 

could unify us in the darkness of winter and to stay healthy through the 

indulgences of the Christmas period.  Midway, we decided to take the 

opportunity to raise funds for a local charity.  Knowing the good work that 

they do, we selected Homestart Elmbridge, who we have supported in 

school before, both with fundraising and by hosting training.  Home-Start is 

a local community network of trained volunteers and expert support 

helping families with young children through their challenging times. 

Thus far, by running over 1,240km we’ve managed to raise over £1,726.25 

including gift aid.  If you would like to donate to the Feltonfleet Runners Marcothon Virgin Money Giving 

page for Homestart, please click on the link and give what you can.  The page will remain open for one 

more week until Saturday 23rd January. 

We’re already looking forward to December 1st 2021, thank you for your support of the Feltonfleet Staff 

Runners and Homestart Elmbridge! 

Ewan Carradine 

Senior Deputy Head 

https://homestartelmbridge.org.uk/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?pageId=1224336
https://homestartelmbridge.org.uk/

