
 

 

 Newsletter 
Friday 24th September 2021  

From the Headmistress 
Dear Parents,  

Feltonfleet pupils have moved seamlessly from the sunny start of term into the late September days, 
and their learning and laughter seems just as enthusiastic as ever. This has been evident throughout 
the age range, from our confident and characterful Nursery children right up to our most senior pupils. 
It has been such a heart-warming two weeks, with many varied opportunities for us to reconnect as a 
community, to welcome parents to watch fixtures and to attend special assemblies, drinks evenings, 

iPad workshops and talks on curriculum and mental health.   

Today’s Macmillan Coffee Morning was a marvellous occasion 
for a good chat over cake and tea, with a vast array of 
delicious cakes, biscuits and other goodies in an event 
magnificently supported by parents and staff. We look 
forward to sharing the total amount raised through your 
efforts. 

This was followed by a truly charming Pre-Prep Harvest 
Festival. It was great to see the Ashbee Theatre, which also 
acts as our communal worship space, filled with pupils, 
parents, staff and the sound of singing. The boys and girls 
used their songs and prayers to demonstrate their 
understanding of the season and their care for others.  Year 
2 sang and read beautifully, as we gave thanks for the 
abundance of donations for the Cobham Food Banks. Such 
kindness very much reflects the heart of our school and is a 
quality evident all around the campus.  

As we prepare for Open Morning tomorrow, with our senior 
pupils clamouring for the chance to show visitors around the school, I 
am reminded how much we have to be thankful for and how proud we 
are of our wonderful community. Our senior pupils are truly 
impressive ambassadors for Feltonfleet and it is no wonder that I 
always receive such glowing praise about our happy, confident and 
mature pupils. 

  

I wish you all a very happy weekend. 

Fortnightly 

Shelley Lance 



 

 

Parents’ Seminar 22nd September 

We were very pleased to welcome so many parents on 

Wednesday morning to the first talk in our programme of Mental 

Health events - Mental Health Concerns in Childhood & 

Feltonfleet’s Response. 

Shelley Lance gave clear insight into the complex mental health 

issues faced by children and young people, including different 

types of anxiety, self-harm and depression.  

To inform parents about our robust and proactive response to 

these issues, Elizabeth Cherry and Sam Blewitt spoke about how 

we, as a school, support all of our pupils, from the youngest to 

the eldest, with our comprehensive mental health strategy. 

Details included how we listen to them and offer help; how we 

educate them about mental health; and how we teach them the 

vital skills and tools they need to look after their mental health.  

A review of the event from a parent: 

Our next Mental Health event is taking 

place on Wednesday 10th  November. 

We will be welcoming Alicia 

Drummond, the founder of the Teen 

Tips Hub, to talk to parents.  

Following her presentation, she is 

leading a mental health workshop with 

Year 7 and 8 pupils.  

An invitation to the event and further 

details will be available in Friday Post in 

due course. 

Personally I found the Mental Health and Wellbeing Workshop a great opportunity to spend dedicated 

time thinking about this important topic. It was of particular relevance given the challenges our 

family, like many others, have faced over the last 18 months. Plus it was also helpful to further 

understand the school’s approach, as it partners with parents to tackle the issues that can arise day to 

day in our children’s lives. 

Feltonfleet Parent 

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING  

Elizabeth Cherry 
Deputy Head Pastoral 



 

 

PRE -PREP  

The Benefits of Play in Pre-Prep Years 

Albert Einstein is quoted as 

validating play as ‘the highest form 

of research’. As children and as 

adults, when playing, we 

experience a liberation from that 

‘which we are being directed or 

instructed to do’.  

We make choices in line with our preferences and we 

choose whether to play ‘with’ or ‘alongside’ others or 

on our own. To some extent, we also choose the 

equipment with which we will play and the space in 

which to base our play.  

When playing, we challenge ourselves in safety, 

without judgement, we take risks without fear of 

failure and we try out new ideas to develop our 

perseverance. At times, metaphorically and 

sometimes literally, we step into the shoes of others 

to playfully experience what being someone else 

might feel like.  

 

Role play is an important  aspect of free play 



 

 

At Feltonfleet we protect time, space and resources for our pupils 

to play. The opportunities for high quality play stem from a 

timetable that can flex around the most beneficial times for each 

class to play on a daily basis, supported and nurtured by the 

team, rather than how it was in the days when it was ‘everyone 

out to charge about’ at the same time. We don’t see the children 

needing time to let off steam, as their daily diet of teaching and 

learning is active and engaging, so their play is purposeful and 

meaningful.  

When engaging in high quality child-led play in our wonderful 

environment, we see each pupil developing collaboration, 

communication, problem-solving, resilience, questioning, 

hypothesis, creativity and sheer delight. 

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 

Reception enjoying the Mud Kitchen 

Construction play 

Reception physical play 

PRE -PREP  

Year 2 Football Club 

Year 2 physical play 
Reception exploring in the forest 

Imaginative play in Reception 



 

 

LOWER SCHOOL  

Year 3 Visit Painshill Park 

Year 3 had a fabulous trip to Painshill Park on 

Tuesday. The pupils took part in team bonding 

challenges in the glorious September sunshine.  



 

 

LOWER SCHOOL  

Year 4 Form Time 

Form time provides an important learning space at the start of the day. Year 4 have done a variety of 

activities during form times so far this term, including reading, mindfulness colouring, writing manifestos 

for the various positions of responsibility, and solving puzzles.  

Year 3 had fun at 

Painshill Park 



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 5 Design & Technology  

With our brand new set of Design 

and Technology laptops, pupils in 

Year 5 have been working 

independently on their computer- 

aided design and manufacturing 

(CAD/CAM) project. The pupils are using a program 

called 2D Design to create a highly accurate drawing 

for a 150mm ruler, which they will then engrave and 

cut out from acrylic using the laser machine.  

Emma Elsom  
Design & Technology Subject Leader 



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 6 Art - Exploring the 

Masters of Line 

This term, Year 6 will be studying the work of artists 

Mondrian (Netherlands), Esther Mahlangu (South 

Africa), Hundertwasser (Austria) and Bridget Riley 

(UK), with a specific focus on how they are using line 

as an element of art.  Pupils  will be observing, exploring and copying 

these masters of line to inspire them to design and create their own 

interpretations in the style of Mondrian and Mahlangu. Parents can 

follow their amazing journey by signing up to their child’s Art Class on 

Seesaw.  

Arie Coetzee 
Art Subject Leader 

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/computing/computing-parent-pages/digital-literacy-tools-for-pupils/seesaw-digital-portfolio
https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/computing/computing-parent-pages/digital-literacy-tools-for-pupils/seesaw-digital-portfolio


 

 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 7 PSHE 
In PSHE, Year 7 pupils have been 

discussing mental health and mental 

health illnesses. Pupils realise that we 

all have to consider mental health and 

it is important at every stage of life, 

from childhood and adolescence 

through to adulthood. After the introductory lesson we 

look at specific mental health illnesses, (including 

Depression, OCD, Stress and Anxiety, Eating Disorders 

and Self Harm), and identify signs, symptoms and 

causes.  

This unit of work aims to remove the stigma attached to 

discussing mental health and it enables pupils to speak 

openly and honestly, in a safe and managed environment, about a complex and ever-changing topic. 

Sam Blewitt 
Year 7 Leader 

Year 7 began the topic by completing a 

‘Menti’ to assess their initial understanding 

of mental health.  



 

 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 8 Geography 
This term, Year 8 Geographers will 

be studying the topic of 

Population. Over the course of the 

term pupils will learn how and why 

population varies from place to 

place and the factors that are 

affecting population numbers. 

At the start of term pupils watched a TED talk 

about population increase and whether there could 

ever be a maximum number of people the world 

could take. This caused much deliberation within 

the year group with lots of interesting class 

discussion. 

In the first half of the term pupils will investigate 

push and pull factors of major cities and indeed, in 

an ever-changing world, what these cities might 

look like in the future. 

After the half-term break, Year 8 pupils will work on their PSB project. This project looks closely at 

the migration of people to the UK. Pupils will discuss the differences between ‘migrants’, ‘asylum 

seekers’, ‘illegal migrants’ and ‘refugees’ and will then create a 3-5 minute video which asks pupils to 

decide whether the UK should replicate the Australian immigration points system. 

Last year, pupils produced some excellent pieces of work on this subject and we look forward to 

reading this year’s projects. 

Matt Rochford 
Geography Subject Leader 



 

 

SPORT  

Parkside U13 Football 

Tournament 
Mr Blewitt took a young side to Parkside on Saturday 

afternoon to play ‘full pitch football sevens’. This annual 

examination of lung capacity, endurance, resilience and 

football is always a highlight in the fixtures list. The day 

was enjoyed by boys and parents alike and Feltonfleet 

produced some outstanding performances. Special 

mention goes to the extra time win over Shrewsbury 

House, that confirmed the teamwork and emotional 

investment of the whole squad (including parents and 

coaches!). All boys played extremely well, but Charlie WP 

should be singled out for his gladiatorial effort between 

the sticks! The boys finished as runners-up in the Plate, 

an excellent result to end a great  day out!  

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 

Cricket Club 
Over the last two weeks we have had 

approximately 70 pupils from Year 4 to Year 8 

join our ‘Introduction to Hard Ball’ cricket 

sessions. We have all been so overwhelmed by 

the uptake and attitude from everyone. In these 

sessions we are aiming to build the foundations 

and develop the skills that will allow us to play 

competently in Hard Ball fixtures in the coming 

years.  During the first sessions we have looked 

at the fundamentals of fielding - how to catch 

correctly, throw and field a moving ball. In the 

coming weeks we will run batting and bowling 

sessions. Thank you to everyone who has joined 

us so far, all staff involved have loved the energy 

and effort that the pupils have shown.  

Kings House U10 Football 

Tournament 
The Year 5 football team spent a sunny Saturday morning in Chiswick 

competing in the annual King’s House tournament. The boys played 

superbly all morning, passing well, maintaining space and 

communicating with each other in a constructive and positive way. 

Feltonfleet were bitten at least once by a team who had little 

possession, few chances, but ‘burgled’ a goal that won the game! 

That said, we finished the tournament really well, maintaining our 

shape and playing some of the best football in the tournament. 

Sometimes the score does not represent the full picture!!  

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 

Andy Rishton 
Director of Cricket 



 

 

SPORT  

Hockey Captain’s Report 
The 1st VII Girls Hockey 

team have had a tough 

start to the season with 

fixtures against Epsom 

College and Lambrook. Both teams 

were very strong and Feltonfleet 

started slowly. After a team talk from 

Miss Collard in both matches the team 

improved, particularly with our press 

and at distributing the ball. Well done 

particularly to Hannah who worked 

tirelessly on the ball and to Katie who 

scored a great deflection.    

Isabella S, Hockey Captain 

Charlotte Collard 
Head of Girls Games 

Girls Hockey Update 
Across the rest of the school, the U8s, U10s 

and U11s have all represented Feltonfleet.  

The U8s had an away fixture against St. 

Georges, with the U10s playing Surbiton and 

the U11s playing CLFS. Well done to all girls 

who represented their school with pride; we 

have a total of seven wins across the board 

and some very happy girls.  



 

 

BOARDING  

Feltonfleet Knights 
On Friday 10th September, the boarding community, 

consisting of pupils, parents and staff, came together 

for the annual Knighting Ceremony, in which our newly 

elected Head Boarders were ‘knighted’ as leaders of 

Feltonfleet Knights.  

Given the increase in boarding numbers, this year we 

took the decision to host the service in the Ashbee 

Theatre. The Knighting Ceremony, now in its eighth 

year, has become one of the most important dates in 

the boarding calendar. It is an opportunity to celebrate 

our boarding community in a short formal service, 

which recognises the values of boarding and its 

position at the very heart of the Feltonfleet 

community.  

The Knighting Ceremony provides an opportunity for parents to see 

just how special this part of Feltonfleet is and just how fortunate the 

children are to be guided and encouraged by such a dedicated team of 

staff.  

In the traditional Head of Boarding address, Matt Rochford spoke about 

boarding and how living in a community with pupils from different 

ethnic backgrounds, with different faiths and financial means was to be 

celebrated and that cultural diversity was what makes boarding so 

special.  

Following the service, parents, pupils and staff enjoyed an informal 

afternoon tea which gave the whole boarding family time to socialise in 

a more relaxed setting.  

We would like to give a special mention to Dominic K-D and Hannah D 

who read two prayers during the service and to Mr Andrews who played 

the piano. We would also like to thank everyone who attended the 

afternoon and in particular to Lottie J, Noel V L, Oscar D-E and Charles 

T who were knighted as Head Boarders. We know they will be excellent role models as they fulfil their 

important positions this year.  

Matt Rochford 
Head of Boarding 



 

 

MUSIC  

Musical Literacy 

Musical literacy is the ability to read and write music.  In the majority of primary schools 

in Great Britain, musical literacy is not taught. It is considered too difficult. Many argue 

that much of the world’s music is not written down, so it is not necessary. 

At Feltonfleet, we follow the  Kodály approach to teaching music. Zoltán Kodály was a 

Hungarian composer and educator who argued that all children had the right to become 

musically literate. Yes, there is music that is passed on aurally, but there is also a huge bank of music that 

is notated. By teaching children the skills they need to read and write music, we are helping them to 

access all music and develop a skill that they can use throughout their lives.  

It is really important that children can connect the sound to the symbol and be able to sing back what 

they are reading and writing. We use a lot of games to teach musical literacy, so that the children are 

having fun. 

Here is an example of a song that 

the Year 4s have been learning…. 
After playing the game, the children had to sing the song and work 

out which words fell on which beats. From that, they could figure out 

the rhythms and add in the solfa...  

The final step was to put the music 

onto the stave...  

 

Year 3s have been doing the same with their ‘Heartbeat 

Song’  

Emma Weinel 
Music Teacher 

https://feltonfleet.planetestream.com/GetMP4.ashx?ppID=2&file=1888_4z~aUw8tXQF.mp4&source=8&bb=1&bt=0&po=0&pi=0&ds=12.2&so=4&st=0&tf=0&cs=Anhv9xVOzlmoboi_AGywTZ_v5LJsD~wYzKYdOa~3Fg8AH43ZgIr~CRMQ5_dDoPjUgMWX6Yfo4onrted~3zaKJw
https://feltonfleet.planetestream.com/GetMP4.ashx?ppID=2&file=1889_4A~CHLJdWaP.mp4&source=8&bb=1&bt=0&po=0&pi=0&ds=13&so=4&st=0&tf=0&cs=0pII6ZrZ8Ga8IrGQFgoI4Qi7upPi7QmWVlfwXbBDfegljsJW26eK2_TyzpUzaY8b39GHiXRrr424VhupEGdVTg


 

 

OTHER NEWS  

Former pupil wins Rugby Sevens World Cup Trophy 

We were thrilled these past weeks to follow the success of former Feltonfleet pupil, Grace Crompton 

(from 2005 to 2015), as she lifted the World Rugby Sevens Cup as part of the winning GB Team in 

Vancouver.  Well done Grace!  

Good Luck Mr Rishton 
We wish our Director of Cricket, Andrew Rishton all the best as he sets of to Spain to 

represent England in the Dream 11 European Cricket Championships this weekend.  

You can tune in and cheer him on on BT Sport 2 and BT ESPN!    



 

 

CHARITY NEWS  

Throughout this term Feltonfleet Warehouse, our 

business enterprise group, will be selling a wide 

variety of products which have been made by 

students and staff in the Design and Technology 

department. These items will be sold from the D&T 

workshop and the money raised will go to our 

school charity ‘Oasis’. 

Our first product, the Section keyrings, are now 

available to purchase for £2.50 each. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Macmillan Coffee 

Morning today.  We raised over £800!! Thank you so much for 

your amazing generosity.  



 

 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Each fortnight four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

 

Olivia B (Reception River) 

For being a kind friend to 
younger pupils. 

 

Jackson McG (3SSt) 

For showing kindness and 
thoughtfulness towards his 
peers.  

 

Sophie R (6MWi) 

 

For her extremely impressive 

input during a PSHE lesson and 

for settling quickly into life at 

Feltonfleet.  

 

Mackenzie H (7ERo) 

 For kindness and excellent role 

modelling to a young pupil. 



 

 

WHAT ’S COMING UP?  

Open Morning 
Saturday 25th September 9.30am - 11.30am 

An opportunity for prospective families to find out more about our special 

community. Our pupils are always fantastic ambassadors.  All pupils from 

Years 5-8 are required to be in school for this event. https://

www.feltonfleet.co.uk/296/open-mornings  

Travelling Book Fair 
Friday 1st October until Thursday 7th October 

 

SLMT Breakfast for Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 30th September  8.15am 

Ashbee Theatre 

Please do join our Senior Leadership & Management Team for tea, coffee 

and pastries. 

Singers  Concert 

Friday 1st October 1.30pm 

Memorial Hall 

Parents, pupils and staff are invited to join us for this informal lunch time 

concert given by the pupils of Hephzibah Tagoe. 

Piano Concert 

Monday 11th October 8:15am 

Memorial Hall 

Parents, pupils and staff are invited to join us for this informal concert 

given by the pupils of Amanda Allen. 

Evensong (Years 7 - 8) 

Thursday 14th October 3.30pm 

Ashbee Theatre 

We look forward to welcoming Mr Barry Everitt, Headmaster of Cranmore 

School as our speaker. All parents are most welcome. 

https://www.feltonfleet.co.uk/296/open-mornings
https://www.feltonfleet.co.uk/296/open-mornings


 

 



 

 


