
 

 

 Newsletter 
Friday 8th October 2021  

From the Headmistress 

Dear Parents,  

This week we have been celebrating Black History Month, a 

wonderful opportunity to be part of national celebrations and 

events honouring the too-often unheralded accomplishments of 

Black Britons in various areas of endeavour during our history.  

In assemblies and lessons across all four stages of the school we 

have been exploring and digging deeper so that we can learn 

more about racial and cultural diversity in British society. The 

Black History Month slogan this year is ‘Proud to Be…’, a message 

designed to actively encourage all children to be proud of their 

heritage and roots. This aligns with Feltonfleet’s core beliefs: we 

continually remind our children across the school, through the 

curriculum and in our relationships, that every individual really 

does matter; that every 

person within and beyond 

our community has a right to dignity, respect and opportunity. 

It was great to see the Ashbee Theatre full to the brim on Tuesday 

evening for the superbly organised Mothers' Dinner, when the 

Friends of Feltonfleet welcomed over 150 mothers for a relaxing 

and enjoyable social occasion. We also had the privilege of 

listening to Caroline Edwards from OASIS speaking about the 

important charitable work of the organisation we are so proud to 

be working in partnership with. Please do look out for notices 

detailing how we aim to support their work through our fundraising 

efforts over the coming months. 

Fortnightly 

Shelley Lance 



 

 

Our Journey   

Dig deeper, look closer and think 

bigger’. The Mission Statement of 

blackhistorymonth.org.uk directs 

us to dig, look and think in order 

to counteract the countless years 

of ignorance, misrepresentation 

and disrespect of Black History.  October is the month in which Black 

History is given explicit space and time to be highlighted, liberated 

and celebrated. 

This week has been book-ended with assemblies focusing on Black 

History Month.  Lessons in each subject area will take time, either this 

week or next, to focus on the significance and contributions of black 

citizens to British and global society. 

Last October, Mrs Lance introduced the school target of achieving ‘fair 

racial and cultural representation’ across all stages of the whole school 

and curricula.  Although the year was punctuated with online learning 

and lockdowns, the staff racial representation working party worked to 

make great strides towards achieving this target. 

Whilst this good work continues, we have moved to the next stage, 

and are now on a journey to deliver a more diverse and inclusive 

school, which ensures that each and every child, parent and staff 

member has a real and true sense of belonging.  This will be realised if 

we can deliver a truly inclusive school environment where everyone 

feels that they belong without having to conform, that their 

contribution matters and they are able to perform to their full 

potential, no matter their background, identity or circumstances.  We 

know that this journey is both complex and, ultimately, a never ending 

one. 

From understanding conscious and unconscious bias, to improving 

inclusivity in staff recruitment, to understanding and exploring the 

language of diversity itself, we are already making progress on this 

journey.  We plan to audit this progress, including capturing the views 

of our parent and pupil bodies. 

One of the most powerful things we can do in our school is to 

acknowledge the failings of our past and celebrate and promote the 

contributions and impact of minority groups.  I know you will support 

us and I encourage you to discuss with your children some of their 

experiences at school from this week and next. 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION  

 

Ewan Carradine  
Senior Deputy Head 

In assembly, Mrs 

Lance launched our 

Black History Month 

celebrations by 

showing this powerful 

video produced by 

Sainsbury’s. 

blackhistorymonth.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS6IjrpH0jQ


 

 

PRE -PREP  

Black History Month 

In Pre-Prep, we maintain a continuous thread of 

Inclusion, Diversity and Belonging throughout the 

year. We share stories, assemblies, PSHE and RE 

themes focusing on our school values of ‘Kindness’ 

and ‘Respect’ for others in relation to their race, 

gender, faith and family background.  

For Black History Month, we raise awareness of the fact 

that life hasn’t always felt kind and fair for black people. 

We use carefully selected 

materials such as those from 

Baroness Floella Benjamin, who 

came to England from Trinidad 

to a lesser welcome than 

anticipated. We talk about how it 

feels to be left out or not given a 

fair chance, or worse still, to be 

on the receiving end of unkind 

words or actions that constitute 

discrimination.  

We celebrate the lives of black peoples who changed history and enabled the future for others, 

including Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. We learn about black people who have contributed, 

invented and pioneered life-changing systems.  

With videos from people such as Ben on CBeebies, 

and carefully chosen books, we find out what being 

of mixed race means and how unique each person 

is. We talk about how skin colour, hair colour and 

eye colour should not be used to judge or exclude 

others but how they do matter to each of us as 

individuals, because they make us special.  

In Early Years, we created our button families to 

express the variety of individuality and difference 

within each family, with each child choosing the 

buttons they wanted 

to represent their 

families. 

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 



 

 

PRE -PREP  

Digital Learning and Computing 

Digital learning and Computing has 

got off to a fantastic start in the 

Pre-Prep this term. Our embedded 

learning approach helps children to 

use technology in purposeful and 

meaningful ways linked to different 

areas of the curriculum. Children 

are encouraged to consider when is the best time to 

use technology and how much this helps with their 

learning. 

In the Early Years, the 

children have been 

exploring a wealth of 

technology in their 

everyday environments 

and talking about how 

these work. To develop 

this further, they have made 

their own technological items 

out of junk modelling, 

including cameras, electrical 

cars, rockets, headphones 

and robots. Lots of discussion 

took place around how the 

objects were powered and the features needed to make their 

creations work. 

 

Year 1 have been exploring our new 

learning platform ‘Busy Things.’ From 

creating pictures of their favourite toy to 

designing their own London bus, the 

children have developed a wealth of skill 

linked to drawing, inserting text, images 

and backgrounds. 

 

Year 2 have used the app ‘Book 

Creator’ to develop their own story 

boards linked to well known stories. 

Working collaboratively, they have 

not only inserted images and text 

but they have made their work 

come alive with audio! 

Liz Ostle 
Deputy Head of Pre-Prep 



 

 

LOWER SCHOOL  

Black History Month 

During Black History Month the Lower School has had the 

opportunity to share, celebrate and understand the impact 

of black British heritage and culture, focusing on dignity 

and identity.  

In RE, Year 3 has followed the story of Harriet Tubman. 

The pupils recognised what she did to fight slavery and 

how she inspired others to do so. They identified what the 

word ‘belief’ means and why freedom is an important part of human dignity.  

Year 4 have been learning about prejudice and discrimination and the power 

of boycotting. They researched the Bristol Bus Boycott and the inspiring 

contribution of Vernon Samuels who stood up for what he believed in and fought against racial 

discrimination.  The Bristol Bus Boycott was a turning point in British history and soon after this, it 

became illegal to have a colour bar in the workplace.  

Helen Marland 
Head of Lower School 



 

 

DIVERSITY IN MUSIC  

Celebrating Diversity Through Music in the Middle & 

Upper School 

In music classes our songs, games and recorded music form the backbone of our curriculum. A diverse 

range of styles, composers, cultures and languages is always sought.  

“Four White Horses”, an Afro-Caribbean 

song for teaching quaver rests. 

Olivia B, Beatrice M, Amelia K & Heidi M 

Chris Andrews 
Director of Music 

6JC enjoyed learning about the song 

“Goodbye Old Paint” and sang it 

here to practise upbeats. 

This song was recorded by folk 

violinist Jess Morrison in 1947, but 

is wrongly credited to him. 

It was originally written by an 

African-American cowboy from 

Texas called Charley Willis 

(pictured).  

7NK singing “This Day in June” 

The song is used to teach syncopation and rhythm 

part-work. It is about an LGBT+ Pride march. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjg_MJuTQRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRLFQdm-tp4
https://youtu.be/5KcQ4vO3UyE


 

 

MUSIC  

Practising dotted rhythms 

using “London’s Burning” 

Noël VL and Harry C 

Chris Andrews 
Director of Music 

Bluebell S and Chloe F 

singing “Up Above”, an Australian song in 

solfa and canon 

7ER preparing syncopated 

rhythms and playing “Ring on a 

String”, a Victorian parlour game. 

Part-work: Max C and Willem H 

showing beat and rhythm in “Reuben 

Reuben”, an American folk song  

https://youtu.be/w1Cr4evlo5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4blgvNjrW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gshnr5EwbTY
https://youtu.be/Rbp3wJ0Fp74


 

 

I found Mr Carradine's assembly very 

inspiring because it showed me what 

black people have achieved in 

history. I will definitely be doing the 

challenge.  Florence M  Yr 6 

I felt inspired after the 

assembly because the world 

would not be as exciting or 

different if it wasn't for these 

people. I will be doing the 

challenge!  Rose R  Yr6 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Black History Month  

In Middle School Assembly, Mr Carradine asked pupils to reflect on the immense 

contributions of four black inventors/ pioneers whose achievements changed the world. 

The assembly was inspiring and 

helped to educate us about black 

history. It has reminded me that 

colour doesn't matter. I am 

looking forward to doing the 

challenge.  Louis Q  Yr 6 



 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CHALLENGE  



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on MFL 

In class, Year 5 pupils have been enriching 

their speaking skills whilst assessing 

themselves and their peers. 

During Enrichment, they have been exploring 

the woods on campus, and  constructing the 

Eiffel Tower with natural resources. They also created and 

labelled crepes in French and then thoroughly enjoyed eating 

them! 
Nil Karaca 

MFL Subject Leader 

I learned how 

to say the 

ingredients in 

French; it was 

delicious.  

I had never been in the woods; it was 

fun building the Eiffel Tower.  

Making crepes 

was awesome; 

great experience.  



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on Computing Enrichment 

Year 6 pupils have worked collaboratively to 

design and lead coding activities involving 

Sphero RVR robots.  

Each group led a weekly activity, introducing the 

task and associated rules to their peers, prior to 

facilitating the process and judging the outcomes.  We were able 

to take advantage of the autumn sunshine and take our robots 

into the Outdoor Classroom where they tackled a series of 

obstacles and challenges, amassing points as they went. 

A superb fusion of coding, collaboration and leadership skills 

featuring problem-solving and logical thinking. 

Graham Starkey 
Computing Subject Leader 



 

 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

In Upper School assembly this 

week, we shared the life story 

of West Indian Cricketer, 

Learie Constantine, from his 

time earning a modest wage 

playing cricket in the 

Lancashire leagues, through 

to his appointment as a Knight 

of the Realm and being the first person of 

colour to sit in the House of Lords.  

His story highlighted the difficulties of the 

time, his ambition, his academic success 

(against the odds), his personal drive to make 

things right, and ultimately his success for humankind!  
James Thompson 

Head of Upper School 



 

 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 7 Drama 
Year 7 have been busy rehearsing for their 

future production of “Grease” - Schools 

Edition.  The pupils did an amazing job 

auditioning and we now have a fantastic 

cast and ensemble.  Pupils have so far 

learned “We Go Together” and “Grease is 

the Word”.  We even had a new cast member pop in…!  

Focus on Year 8 Maths 
Year 8 have been working on their Percentages skills this week. The 

focus has been on the use of a multiplier to increase and decrease 

amounts.  

They played the Feltonfleet Stock Exchange to practise their skills...one 

pupil made £165,000 on their investment! If only it were real….. 

David Swann 
Director of Drama 

Catriona Carradine 
Maths Subject Leader 



 

 

SPORT  

Girls Sport 
This has been another busy fortnight of fixtures 

for Feltonfleet girls, with some very pleasing 

results, incredible team performances and our 

first-ever girls' football fixtures. 

All three U9 teams fought hard against CLFS 

and Danes Hill, coming away with six out of six 

wins this season so far.  

The U8s played Danes Hill on Friday 1st 

October with the As coming away with a 6-1 

win and a 2-0 win, and the Bs also securing a 

win. The U11s faced off against a tough 

Surbiton team on Tuesday 28th September but 

held their own, playing the ball wide and 

defending confidently, again securing wins 

across the board.  

Special mention goes to the U11A 

girls, who represented Feltonfleet so 

brilliantly at Danes Hill Tournament 

on Saturday 2nd October. The girls 

improved with each match and 

showed a feisty spirit throughout 

the cold wet morning. A particular 

well-done goes to Willow who was 

voted ‘Player of the Tournament’ by the opposition 

coaches.  

 

Last week, Year 7 and 8 girls spent their games lessons training with Josh 

Evans coaches in preparation for our first-ever Feltonfleet girls' football 

fixture on Saturday. The girls welcomed the new challenge warmly and 

showed fantastic perseverance and dedication to their new sport. The 

fixture at Ewell 

Castle was a 

brilliant event with 

masses of positivity 

from everyone 

involved. Thanks to 

all parents for 

fantastic support, as 

always. 

Charlotte Collard 
Head of Girls Games 

Wimbledon CC Girls Win 
It was lovely to see the Wimbledon Girls indoor cricket team made up of half 

Feltonfleet girls!!! Well done to Charlie A, Talia T and Amalie T for winning 

the Surrey Indoor Tournament on Sunday - this bodes well for the season! 

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 



 

 

SPORT  

U9 Downsend Tournament 
On Saturday, October 2nd the Feltonfleet U9A 

and B team travelled to Downsend school to 

take part in their respective tournaments. The 

U9B team played fantastically well through the 

morning, showing commitment, skill and 

courage to finish second in their group. 

Following this they then lost in their final 

match but finished a highly commendable 

fourth from twelve teams in their tournament. 

The A team were highly successful, remaining 

unbeaten through the day. They conceded 

only one goal and were unfortunate not to 

qualify for the final through goal difference. 

They did win their third place play off on 

penalties and we were proud that our boys 

first commiserated with the boy who had 

missed his penalty before congratulating one 

another. All the boys who represented the 

school were a credit to us and their families, 

and should be hugely proud of their efforts. 

Well done boys!  

U11 IAPS Bede’s School 
The U11A team travelled to Bede’s to take part in the IAPS regional qualifiers on Wednesday, 

September 29th. The boys started the tournament against Eaton House and went down to an 

unfortunate 1-0 loss. Having dominated play and made all the chances, Eaton House scored with their 

only shot of the game. We then played Hazlewood School and unfortunately lost again 1-0. After a 

tighter game, but another where Feltonfleet played the better football and created more chances, 

Hazlewood scored a fantastic free kick from the edge of the area just before full time. We then recorded 

a third 1-0 loss to Donhead School, who went on to win the tournament. A gritty performance nearly 

earnt us a draw against a strong side, but a corner in the final stages saw Donhead find a way into the 

goal. In our final group game, knowing we must win to stay in the competition, the boys pulled out a 

superb performance to beat Kent College Junior School. They were unbeaten through the rest of the 

day but the high press and energy of the Feltonfleet boys led to a 3-1 win. This saw us progress to the 

quarter finals against Brighton College Prep who had won their group. We played magnificently 

throughout the game, creating a series of chances, including agonisingly hitting the inside of the post, 

only to see the ball rebound back to the keeper rather than into the net. Still 0-0 after regular time, 

Brighton College scored an excellent 

counter-attacking goal to put us out of the 

tournament. The boys had played well 

throughout the day but must learn that in 

tournament football matches are short, 

and taking opportunities when they arise 

is paramount. A learning experience but 

one that will leave the boys stronger 

going forward.  

James Thompson 
Head of Upper School, Head of Boys Games 



 

 

SPORT  

The Matt Kendall Memorial Festival 
On Saturday, October 2nd, Feltonfleet hosted 12 other schools in 

an U11 football tournament called the Matt Kendall Memorial 

Festival. The festival is named after Matt Kendall, a former 

Feltonfleet pupil who passed away before his time. Matt was a 

keen advocate of grass roots football in the Midlands so a 

tournament in which 136 boys were highly engaged in football 

throughout the morning was very fitting. Feltonfleet entered both 

their A and B team into the festival. The B team played some great 

football and fought hard throughout the morning. The highlight 

was drawing with Thomas’s Clapham. The A team performed well 

with wins against Parkside, Danes Hill and City of London 

Freemen’s. This was enough to put us through to the 7th place 

play off where we shared the place after a draw with RGS Prep. 

King’s House went on to win the competition playing some great football 

throughout the day. Well done and thank you to all the boys involved for all 

their efforts over the morning.  

U8A Cranmore Football Tournament 
The U8A team kicked off their season with a 

brilliant morning over at Cranmore School on 

Saturday, September 25th. The boys were playing 

their first matches of the season and performed 

really well to win the Plate competition. In the 

group stage there were some tough matches 

against Cranmore, Danes Hill and Parkside. This 

left us in the Plate competition. The boys then 

stepped up wonderfully in the knockout stages to 

beat RGS Prep in the semi-final, beating Danes 

Hill in the final. The boys played some lovely 

football at times and have kick started what is 

proving to be a highly enjoyable season!  

James Thompson 
Head of Upper School, Head of Boys Games 



 

 

Despair looks like you’ve lost everything 

Despair sounds like tears hitting the ground one at a time 

Despair smells like someone not washing for weeks fuelling his despair 

Despair tastes like the left over Chinese food 

Despair feels like a bullet hitting you 

Despair lives in your head making you do nothing 

Despair hops from victim to victim latching onto any sadness 

Despair prefers Christmas when you’re lonely in celebration  

Despair likes red because it likes to turn red hearts black with evil 

Despair’s best friend is loneliness. 

Despair hates inclusion  

Despair would whisper ‘I’ve got you now’. 

Ben P, Year 7 

Fear looks like a crashing wave 

Fear sound like distant sobbing 

Fear smells like empty darkness 

Fear tastes like bitter, sweet and sour 

Fear feels like your darkest memory 

Fear lives in the darkest part of your mind 

Fear moves like a mouse desperate for food 

Fear’s favourite time of year is your least favourite 

Fear’s favourite colour is grey because it represents nothing 

Fear’s best friend is confinement 

Fear’s worst enemy is bravery 

Fear looks at me and says ‘I’ve won’. 

Ella G, Year 7 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY  

Alan Durant Poetry Workshops 

We were very pleased to welcome author and poet 

Alan Durant to the Ashbee Theatre on Wednesday to 

deliver a day of engaging and inspiring Poetry 

Workshops as part of Feltonfleet’s celebration of 

National Poetry Day. 

Pupils from Year 3 to 8 covered a fabulous variety 

from acrostics to metaphor poems to poems that 

explored what they’d take to an afterlife! Year 7 

created their own personification poems describing 

emotions, with some incredible and thought-

provoking results.  

David Hitchings 
English Subject  Leader 



 

 

CHARITY NEWS  

Products Selling Now From Feltonlfleet Warehouse 
Raising money for the Oasis Charity  

Section keyrings 

£2.50 each 

Section hats £12.50 

(limited number available on a first come first served basis) 

Halloween sweet boxes £2.50 each 

(On sale Thursday 14th October and 

Friday 15th October only) 



 

 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Each fortnight four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

 

Daisy K (Yr 1 Beach) 

For a responsible approach to 
learning and life in Year 1. 

 

Alfie D (4ABe) 

For an enthusiastic attitude to 
his learning across the 
curriculum  

 

Olivia R (5EHo) 

 

For her much improved 

confidence and her excellent 

effort so far in Year 5. 

 

Alethea J (7ERo) 

 For her positive mindset and 

commitment to all areas of school 

life.  



 

 

FRIENDS OF FELTONFLEET  

Mothers Dinner 

The Ashbee Theatre was buzzing on Tuesday evening as we welcomed 150 

mums to enjoy the annual Mothers’ Dinner. It was fantastic finally to hold an 

event and to see so many new faces! Caroline Edwards from Oasis came along 

and spoke about the wonderful work they are doing in our community. All 

proceeds from the evening will go to Oasis; the raffle alone raised £2500. A 

huge thank you all who supported this event! 

Friends of Feltonfleet 

THANK YOU  

Boarding Mad Hatters! 

We would like to say a huge thank you to the Holroyd Howe 

catering team who went the extra mile on Wednesday evening 

to provide a scrumptious Mad Hatters Tea Party for our themed 

Trial Boarding Night. The pupils had a fantastic time!  



 

 

WHAT ’S COMING UP?  

Piano Concert 

Monday 11th October 8:15am 

Memorial Hall 

Parents, pupils and staff are invited to join us for this informal concert 

given by the pupils of Amanda Allen. 

Evensong (Years 7 - 8) 

Thursday 14th October 3.30pm 

Ashbee Theatre 

We look forward to welcoming Mr Barry Everitt, Headmaster of Cranmore 

School as our speaker. All parents are most welcome. 

SLMT Breakfast for Years 3 & 4 

Thursday 30th September  8.15am 

Old Library 

Please do join our Senior Leadership & Management Team for tea, coffee 

and pastries. 

Remembrance Day Service 

Friday 5th November 

Ashbee Theatre 

Parents are invited to join us as we remember the Feltonfleet Fallen and 

all those who have sacrificed themselves in conflict in the defence of our 

freedom.   

Friends of Feltonfleet Fireworks 

Saturday 6th November 

Further details to follow. 

Mental Health Talk for Parents By 

Alicia Drummond  

Wednesday 10th November 8:45am 

Ashbee Theatre 

Look out for invitations in next weeks Friday Post. 

Evensong (Years 3 - 6) 

Wednesday 10th November 3.30pm 

Ashbee Theatre 

We look forward to welcoming James Dahl, Master of Wellington College as our 

speaker. All parents are most welcome. 



 

 

COMMUNITY  




