
 

 

 Newsletter 
Friday 12th November 2021  

From the Headmistress 
Dear Parents,  

The Pre-Prep children are already 

immersed in preparations for the festive 

season, and they took part in a terrific 

bauble decoration event to raise funds 

for Oasis, our school charity. Their RE 

lessons have begun to revisit the story 

of the very first Christmas in RE lessons, 

in preparation for their exciting end of 

term Nativity. Yesterday we welcomed 

Mr James Dahl, Headmaster of 

Wellington College, to deliver the 

address for Evensong. His thought-

provoking address on making and 

seizing opportunities challenged our pupils to make the most of all that is on offer at school and to 

develop a ‘never-give-up’ attitude in our daily lives. The service was brilliantly led by Lower School 

pupils reading from the Bible and conducting the prayers with confidence and maturity, and we also 

enjoyed the beautiful singing of the Lower School Choir.  

This coming weekend, of course, sees the national commemorations for Remembrance Sunday. As we 

approach Remembrance Day, our focus is on encouraging young and old alike to reflect on the past with 

respect and gratitude, whilst looking to the future with hope and optimism. We believe it is important 

for our pupils to participate in corporate services of Remembrance so that they can appreciate the 

realities of past conflicts and deepen their understanding of the effects of war and the importance of 

peace as they grow up. Our own school Remembrance Service was held on Friday 5th November, an 

occasion excellently led by our Heads of School and by our Staff. Every year we tell the stories of 

Feltonfleet Old Boys who were involved in 

world wars and more recent conflicts. 

This year, the focus in honouring the 

fallen was the story of Paul McWilkinson, 

a Feltonfleet Old Boy who tragically lost 

his life in a plane crash in 1943 on his 

return to the UK. We were very honoured 

that his granddaughter, Anna Marioni, 

was able to attend the service, which was 

a poignant and moving reminder of the 

personal tragedies that lie behind all 

wars. The customary silence was framed 
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by the evocative trumpet playing of ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveillé’ by 

our Deputy Head Boy, Harry Thorneycroft.   

Following the service in the Ashbee Theatre, the pupils gathered 

outside to witness the laying of wreaths. Our core value 

of Respect was clearly evident in the conduct of every member of 

the school during this ceremony, as the entire community, from 

Nursery children to older pupils and visiting grandparents, waited 

silently in front of our memorial on the Terrace Lawn to observe 

the senior pupils laying crosses for the fallen to complete our 

Remembrance observance. It is always a truly moving occasion and was so again last Friday.    

Thank you to the Friends of Feltonfleet for organising the excellent Feltonfleet Fireworks on Saturday 

evening, a further opportunity for our community to share time together. 

The second half of this term sees a full programme of teaching and learning in the classrooms 

right through to 10th December. Running alongside this is a calendar packed with various events, 

concerts, Christmas plays, community gatherings and Carol Services for us all to enjoy.  Please do 

check your Calendar carefully for these dates. 

 Here’s to a great half-term!   

FELTONFLEET REMEMBERS  

Shelley Lance 



 

 

At last week’s Remembrance Services we 

commemorated a former pupil who lost 

his life during World War 2. Lt Paul 

McQuhae Wilkinson attended Feltonfleet 

from January 1931 to December 1932. 

Whilst at Feltonfleet, he was a mainstay 

of the sports teams, an active scout 

member and played several lead roles in 

the school plays. The tragedy of war 

cannot be more evident than when we 

look at the list of boys attending the 

1932 New Forest Scout Camp. Of the 27 

boys who attended, five would lose their 

lives in WW2.  

FELTONFLEET REMEMBERS  

Having left Feltonfleet, he went to St John's Leatherhead 

before going to Balliol College, Oxford. In 1939, he joined 

the Royal Navy and after initial training joined 812 

Squadron of the Fleet Air Arm. Here, he and his fellow 

airmen flew Swordfish planes on courageous missions in the 

Mediterranean, North Atlantic and Arctic, protecting convoys 

from enemy attack. It was on one of these missions in 

1942, that Lt Wilkinson sank German U-Boat 451 in the 

Mediterranean, a U-Boat that had attacked several allied 

vessels. For this act of exemplary gallantry, courage & 

enterprise, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. During our Remembrance Services a moving 

letter written to his fiancée, Lucinda, was read by Anna Marioni, Lt Wilkinson’s granddaughter. A couple of 

weeks later he was returning from a final mission before he took leave to marry Lucinda. His plane 

developed a mechanical fault and crashed into the sea, south of the Isle of Arran. An account of a 10-year

-old boy who witnessed the accident was read out.  Lt Wilkinson and his fellow pilot initially survived the 

crash, blowing whistles to each other to signal their position. Sadly, after a short while Lt Wilkinson’s 

whistle went silent. His body was recovered the next morning a mile and half from the crash site.  

A very sad and untimely end and these few powerful words from a naval colleague are testament to Lt 

Wilkinson.  

“A hugely respected naval officer and a man of great morals. Indeed, I reckon he was about the only 

member of the squadron that nobody ever had a cross word with him.”  

His death was recorded in the 

Feltonfleet Chronicle in 1943. 

Lt Paul McQuhae 

Wilkinson 

1918 - 1943 

 

Attended Feltonfleet 

Jan 1931 – Dec 1932 

Peter Breakwell 
Assistant Head &  

History Subject Leader 



 

 

PRE -PREP  

Focus on Maths 

While today’s date is a delightful pattern for some 

with a passion for numbers (12.11.21), 

mathematics is an area that can make grown 

adults shudder - it can trigger memories of ‘being 

stuck’, ‘not getting it’ and endless hours of parrot 

fashion verbal recall of timetables that were 

simply rhymes with no connection to the calculations and arrays 

they represent.  

In the school days of many parents, Maths was just a subject that 

you were either brilliant at, or you dreaded. I am delighted to say  

the teaching and learning of Maths has changed dramatically over 

the years to ‘enable all’ and Elicia Rosewarne our Pre-Prep Subject 

Leader for Maths explains further.  

Maths is no longer about supplying a correct answer. It is about 

developing an understanding of the process behind arriving at a 

solution to a problem or solving a calculation. The verbalisation 

and use of mathematical vocabulary is incredibly important to 

foster this understanding from a very early age.  

Mathematical conversations can be heard throughout our Pre-Prep 

from Nursery to Year 2 in Maths lessons and child-led learning. 

Understanding develops further through the use of pictorial and 

physical manipulatives to help visualise concepts and questions and 

identify which methods could be used to solve a problem.   

Play-based learning enables children to build those key foundations 

and mastery for Year 1 and beyond, where the abstract or written 

concept is developed from the visual and concrete (physical) 

exploration of numbers and their patterns.  

Having an understanding of how and why an answer has been 

derived means that children can apply the knowledge to various word problems and real everyday 

situations, leading to longer term,  and meaningful learning for life. 

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 



 

 

LOWER SCHOOL  

Year 3 IPC ‘Temples, Tombs & Treasures’ 
Year 3 pupils have impressed their teachers with their incredible Egyptian diorama 

masterpieces. We have so enjoyed listening to them present their creative ideas 

and have learnt lots of new facts from one another. Thank you for all your support 

with these fabulous Egyptian projects, and a massive well done to all the pupils for 

bringing them to school to share with us.  

Helen Marland 

Year 4 Maths 

In Year 4, the pupils have been working on their multiplication tables 

this week, becoming more fluent and applying their knowledge to 

solve problem questions. We had fun looking at the patterns and 

learning new tricks to help us!  



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 5 History  

This term in History we began by plotting a timeline, starting with The Celts. We explored 

where they came from and how they lived.   

October was Black History Month and Year 5 made posters to share their knowledge.  

We are looking forward to investigating what archaeological sites can tell us about the Romans in 

Britain and what lasting impact the Romans had. 

Challenge:  Do you know who Septimius Severus was? Clea Williams 
Middle School History 

This term, we have been exploring how the Romans invaded and learning about who Boudica was. We 

worked collaboratively to piece together the story of Boudica’s Revolt chronologically. 



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 6 PSHE  

In PSHE, Year 6 pupils are 

developing their interview skills 

and improving their ‘Body 

Language’ subject knowledge. At 

this time of year, Pre-Tests and 

Senior School interviews can be daunting for our 

Year 6 pupils so this unit aims to assist their 

preparation and improve confidence levels.  

Some of the sessions have involved some Drama 

based activities i.e. behave like this particular person 

(see some examples below) and adopt their body 

language. During our lessons I have been very 

impressed with their mature answers. Some of their 

performances were very funny and entertaining! 

Sam Blewitt 
PSHE Subject Leader 



 

 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 7 PSB Tutorials 
The tutorials provide a forum to allow pupils to develop their understanding of the core 

skills through a series of creative and engaging activities, discussion and reflective tasks.  

I have really enjoyed my PSB activity sessions 

with Mr Starkey on Friday afternoons. I 

worked with Freddie and Hugo to create a 

race across the world presentation.  

We each had our own roles such as Hugo using 

Google Maps to pinpoint locations and find places to 

stay. Freddie started work on a beautiful 

presentation on Slides while I researched hotels to 

stay in. It was like a production line, Hugo finding 

the hotels in suitable locations, I researched them 

and told Freddie things about them and he wrote it 

down and fixed up a lovely presentation.  



 

 

Julia Crowe 
Science Subject Leader 

   UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 8 Science 
For the last few weeks we have been focusing on Physics in Year 8.  We have been 

looking at electricity and magnetism, quite a shocking subject! We have been 

focused on our independent practical work and designing our own investigations. 

This culminated in designing our own traffic light system, as you can see below! 

We have been exploring force and motion - linear and rotational forces, speed, distance and time.  

Exploring dependent, independent and 

control variables in friction investigation  Measuring reaction times 

Which is the fastest car? Measuring 

time and distance to calculate speed.  



 

 

LATIN AT FELTONFLEET  

Introducing Latin 

Year 5 pupils are at the beginning of their Latin journey at Feltonfleet, and are 

introduced to Latin on rotation during their Enrichment lesson. Recently they have 

been learning about Pompeian Houses, including the Latin words for each part of a 

typical Roman villa. The pupils were eager to learn this new vocabulary and many 

incorporated this into their fantastic ‘Pompeian Houses’ quizzes. Well done Year 5!  

Helen Marsh 
Classics Subject Leader 

Year 8 Explore Roman Britain 

As well as working hard on their vocabulary, grammar and 

translation skills, the Year 8 Latin pupils have embraced their 

‘Roman Britain' topic this term. They explored the idea that 

ancient Roman Britain was in fact far more ethnically diverse than 

we are often led to believe. In order to develop a broader 

understanding and appreciation of diversity during this period, 

each pupil chose a person of significance to research, and then 

worked independently to produce a ‘social media’ profile. These 

are the results!  



 

 

MUSIC  

Lower School Choir Perform at Evensong 

A big round of applause for the Lower Choir, who 

gave their first performance of the year at 

Evensong this week.  

They sang two contrasting items: “River Lullaby” 

from The Prince of Egypt where they practised 

breathing, dynamics and gentle tone quality, 

followed by the sublimely ridiculous “An Austrian 

Went Yodelling!” Despite being about an Austrian, 

the song is originally from Wales and tells the 

story of a yodeller encountering all sorts of 

strange things in the mountains: an avalanche, a 

bear, a dog, a pretty maid… and her father!  

The choir had lots of words to remember and did a super job with both songs. 

Well done, Lower choir! 

Sincere thanks to parents who were able to come along to listen and support. 

Our next performance will be the Year 3-4 Christmas Service at St. Andrew’s Church in Cobham: Friday 

10th December, 11:00am.  

Chris Andrews 
Director of Music 



 

 

SPORT  

U9B Danes Hill Triangular 
Earlier this week the U9Bs travelled to Danes Hill to 

play a triangular fixture with the hosts and St Teresa’s. 

The first match saw Feltonfleet draw 0-0 against Danes 

Hill. Feltonfleet had the majority of possession but the 

girls struggled to find the goal. In the second fixture 

Feltonfleet won 2-0 v St Teresa’s with goals scored by 

Nancy and Olivia. A great afternoon of hockey on a big 

pitch for little legs! Well done to all who played.  

This week all U8 and U9 girls will face off against Notre 

Dame. Fingers crossed for some more brilliant 

performances and some ‘wins’ for Feltonfleet sport!  

U10 & U11 Hockey 
The Middle School girls have had a busy few weeks with 

the U11A travelling to Eastbourne (twice!) for the regional 

IAPS tournament alongside fixtures against Danes Hill, 

Notre Dame, CLFS and St George’s.  

The U11A travelled to Eastbourne for the regional round of 

the IAPS hockey tournament on Tuesday 12th October. 

After the tournament was cancelled due to the weather 

forecast, the girls were eager to get to Eastbourne and 

represent Feltonfleet. The girls started the tournament 

well and played brilliant hockey, playing the ball out wide, 

using the right hand channel and being ruthless in front of 

goal. We progressed through to the cup and played in the 

semi finals. Unfortunately, the girls were beaten 1-0 and 

missed out on National Finals Qualification. Picking themselves up they headed into the 3rd/4th playoff 

in the cup tournament and despite tears and upset the girls worked tremendously hard and made some 

crunching tackles. Even with a disallowed goal the girls won 1-0 and came home with the Bronze 

medal. Notable performances came from Willow W, Amelie T, Thalia T and Bluebell S.  

Saturday morning saw all U10 and U11 girls face off against St George’s, a known tough opposition. 

However, Feltonfleet held their own, battled hard and came away with some good results. With the 

boys in the ‘educate’ phase of the rugby season, it enabled Mr Smith and Mr Thompson to come and 

support the girls on a beautiful autumn morning - and oh how impressed they were! The girls 

represented Feltonfleet wonderfully and the progress that is being made across the six teams is 

wonderful to see - well done all. 

U11 IAPS Squad 



 

 

SPORT  

U12 & U13 Hockey 
The 1st Hockey team travelled to Charterhouse School 

to compete in the U13 IAPS Regional qualifying round 

on Monday 11th October. They played in the group 

stages with fixtures against Danes Hill, Edgeborough 

and Mill Hill & Belmont Schools. After some steely 

performances, Feltonfleet came away with one win, 

one draw and one loss. They progressed through to 

the Cup Quarter Final, narrowly losing out 1-0 to 

Cheam, who then went on to win the tournament. The 

girls showed some fantastic hockey, working their 

press, applying pressure from the top and moving the 

ball round the back well. Notable performances came from 

Hannah D, Isabella S, Katie P and Daisy M.  

Before the half term break the U12s and U13s played against 

Kingston Grammar School on a sun-filled Saturday morning. The 

1sts came away with their first friendly win of the season with a 5

-1 victory over KGS, the 2nds with a 5-1 win and the 3rds with a 

4-2 win and the 4ths narrowly losing out 3-2. Following their 

victory over KGS the girls then went on to secure 4 wins against 

Danes Hill.  

Good luck to the 1st VII who will be hosting Perrott Hill this 

weekend.  

Swimming Gala  

Feltonfleet v Shrewsbury House 

U8-U11 Mixed Team 
Overall Score : 169 Feltonfleet; 144 Shrewsbury House 

What an amazing afternoon! It was our first home gala since 

March 2020 and a fantastic performance by our swim team. I am 

extremely proud of our Lower School swimmers, who stepped up 

to the challenge with confidence. Year 5 and Year 6 also swam 

brilliantly and represented Feltonfleet very well. 

Congratulations to Swimmers of the Day: Issac K, Yr 3; Isla D-J, Yr 4; Sophia S, Yr 5; and Tahlia T, Yr 6 

who swam superbly in every race. 

Congratulations, team! We are excited for the season ahead. 
Rita Szalma 

Swimming Coach 

U13 IAPS Squad 

Rugby 
The rugby season began in earnest this 

week, with fixtures against Aldro, Eagle 

House and Danes Hill. Full reports to 

follow in the next Newsletter.  Match 

results can be viewed on the Sports 

Portal.  

https://www.feltonfleetsport.co.uk/
https://www.feltonfleetsport.co.uk/


 

 

MENTAL HEALTH WORKSHOPS  

Alicia Drummond Mental Health Talks 

Thank you to all of you who were able to 

support our ongoing programme of mental 

health talks this week.  

On Wednesday morning we had a great 

turnout of parents who came to listen to 

Alica Drummond, founder of Teen Tips 

Hub, talk on the subject of Managing 

anxiety and stress in children.  

Peppered with ‘lightbulb moments’, the 

presentation was educational, clearly 

rooted in scientific research and 

knowledge, and gave us many practical 

suggestions and strategies about how to help our children 

understand any anxiety or stress so that they can learn how to 

deal with it. This came with a chance for us, as parents, to 

examine our own reactions to stress. Alicia explained how our 

anxieties can influence how we either help or hinder our children 

to develop robust coping skills, via our outlook and modelling.  

Alicia also gave a presentation to Upper School pupils on the same 

topic, from which they benefited hugely. They were able to figure 

out why they sometimes feel like they do, and what practical 

strategies they can employ to deal with their emotions related to 

stress and anxiety. 

Elizabeth Cherry 
Deputy Head (Pastoral) 



 

 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Each fortnight four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

 

Kiera R ( Rec Ocean)  

For sharing her Diwali 
celebrations with us in 
assembly. 

 

Matthew M (3SR) 

For always bringing his best self 
into school and being such a 
sensible helper to those around 
him.  

 

Harry W (5WDA) 

 

For outstanding work and showing 

brilliant perseverance in 

everything he has done.  

 

Noah S-S (8CCO) 

 For his superb leadership of the 

Charity Committee. 



 

 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

Short Story Success for Ellie 
Congratulations to Year 6 pupil Ellie K, who was announced as the winner of the 

2021 Surrey Life Magazine/Guildford Book Festival Short Story Children’s 

Competition.  What a fantastic achievement! Well done Ellie! 

Fruity was a flamingo that  lived by rubbish bags so she could eat out of 

it.  Her family were homeless and destitute. The stench of  drains and 

sewers surrounded the Flamingo Family. In front of their beds lay a single 

paper cup filled with ten two pence coins which people had thrown in for 

them. 

Fruity always wanted to be an astronaut but everyone disparaged her. 

Fruity told her mother that she wanted to be an astronaut.   

Her mother replied “Sweetheart, flamingos can never be astronauts; don’t waste your life 

trying to be what you're not.”  

Fruity was devastated at the lack of support from her mother, but she didn’t listen.  Not at all. 

Fruity was determined now and started to try even  harder to complete her mission to the 

moon.  Fruity had no home, no proper bed, no toys.  What Fruity did have was a very 

intelligent mind. Whilst her classmates lusted after the latest cool toy,  all that Fruity wanted 

was to become an astronaut. 

Fruity’s friends started to say horrible things about her.   

Even her  best friend whispered loudly “Guys the try hard astronaut thinks she is going to be 

one day!”. 

Fruity told her big sister about this, her sister encouraged her to carry on and promised that 

she would help Fruity make a rocket. 

She  ran to school hurrying her way into her classroom because today she had a tough test 

today and she wanted to do exceptionally well.  As she dashed in and collapsed onto her 

chair... “HAHA there’s the absurd nerd trying to be an astronaut!” Cackled India. 

Fruity ignored India and opened the booklet, the first question was a doddle.  Soon she finished 

the test, removed her glasses and handed her book to her teacher. He explained he thought 

one day Fruity would be an astronaut and couldn’t wait to see how far she’ll go. An 

optimistic  smile leapt from ear to ear.. 

A week later Fruity’s test results were in.   Each subject was scored and had a feedback 

comment. English - 100%, Maths - 100%, Science - 100%.  The same comment echoed for 

each subject.  Can you guess?  “Be more confident!  You can do it!”. 

Fruity and her sister started to assemble  the rocket. They rapidly scavenged in the woods for 

materials.  A few weeks later the rocket was completed. 

Fruity told her friends who pleaded in awe.  “Oh wow ! Can I join?”. 

Fruity shook her head and prepared for launch.  Rocket Resilience shot from Earth into 

Space.  From out in the dark, the round Earth, green and blue looked so very small.  After a 

short trip, floating like a fairy with zero gravity, Fruity and her sister landed safely back on 

Earth. 

Fruity’s classmates surrounded her, clapping and whooping loudly.  “Please, please can we 

have a go?” they asked.  Fruity smiled and quietly said “Of course!” and started to prepare 

Resilience for its next launch. 



 

 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

Scholarship News 
We are delighted to have received news this week, that former Head of School, 

Nathan Farmer, has been awarded the John Propert Sports Scholarship Award 

at Epsom College. Due to COVID-19, Epsom College delayed the awarding of 

scholarships in Year 8 and have been carrying out assessments this term. The 

John Propert Scholarship is a very prestigious award and the College’s top 

scholarship.  It is an outstanding achievement and thoroughly deserved.  Well 

done Nathan! 

CHARITY NEWS  

Charity Committee Visit Oasis  

Going to Oasis was a very interesting experience. 

We went to Oasis so the Charity Committee can understand who we are 

supporting, how we are supporting the charity, and what the charity does 

with the results of our fundraising. 

Going there reminded me of the fact that some people are unfortunate and 

some people are struggling. We never realise how many people need our 

help to support them while they get back on their  feet.  

Supporting Oasis is a very important aspect of our life at Feltonfleet, 

helping others who are not as fortunate as us. We came away with lots of 

ideas about what we can do to raise more money and with a much clearer 

idea of what Oasis does. Our thanks go to Caroline Edwards, Director of 

Oasis for making it possible for us to visit. 

At Feltonfleet, we know that individuals really matter. We take that to 

mean that every individual in our local community matters too. 

Noah S-S 



 

 

COMMUNITY  

Friends of Feltonfleet Fireworks 

Having started in April 2018 and never having seen a single firework 

burst into the dark, night sky from Feltonfleet due to the savage 

Surrey winters, I was relieved to hear and see the Guy Fawkes 

fireworks go off without a hitch on Saturday night. Pre-display, it 

was also great to see the Sports Hall and field bustling with families 

socialising and enjoying the stalls, whilst feasting on the various 

delights on offer.  Our school really feels alive again thanks to the 

relaxation of restrictions which have enabled Holly, Philly and their 

wonderful FoF team to release their energy and ideas for the benefit 

of our whole school community. Your ticket purchases and 

generosity on the night will in part support the Oasis charity in 

Cobham, our chosen school charity, so thank you all. The evening 

was a real success and my thanks goes to all of the families who 

attended, as well as the FoF team and Feltonfleet staff who 

supported the event, including making sure every car parked safely!  

Ewan Carradine  
Senior  Deputy Head 



 

 

WHAT ’S COMING UP?  

SLMT Breakfast for Pre-Prep 

Thursday 18th November 8.15am 

Calvi Hall  

Parents are invited to join our Senior Leadership & Management Team 

for tea, coffee and pastries. 

Informal Violin Concert 

Tuesday 16th November 1.30pm 

Memorial Hall 

Parents, pupils and staff are invited to join us for this informal concert 

given by the pupils of Helen Ward. 

Informal Drum Concert 

Monday 15th November 1.30pm 

Memorial Hall 

Parents, pupils and staff are invited to join us for this informal concert 

given by the pupils of Bill Brown. 

Year 5 Production 

Thursday 18th November 6.00pm 

Ashbee Theatre 

Join us for the Year 5 production of Aesop’s Fables 

Year 5 Production 

Friday 19th November 6.00pm 

Ashbee Theatre 

Join us for the Year 5 production of Aesop’s Fables 

Odd Socks Day 

Monday 15th November 

Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week.  

Wear your odd socks with pride! 



 

 

NOTICES  

Limited Edition 

Feltonfleet Baubles 
We are delighted to be able to offer a limited number 

of our famous Feltonfleet Christmas baubles for sale, 

with all proceeds going to Oasis Children’s Charity.  

 

100 available 

Cost: £12.50 added to School bill 

Email: office@feltonfleet.co.uk to reserve 

yours,  Subject: ’baubles’   

Available at Reception to collect from Tuesday 16th 

November 

 


