
 

 Newsletter 
Friday 14th February 2020  

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

Dear Parents, 

This is always a fast-paced and punchy half-term, 

with a huge amount of teaching and learning taking 

place alongside our diverse co-curricular programme 

involving sport, music, drama, creative arts and 

dance. The last two weeks have been a fantastic 

example of the vibrancy of our school, both in terms 

of what has been achieved, but also of the care and 

support evident among the pupils in their friendships 

and support of each other.  

In our Valentine's Day assembly we discussed the 

meaning of love and specifically what it means to 

"Love our Neighbour". We talked about how this 

involves seeing and responding to people who are vulnerable and in need in practical ways.  Therefore, it is 

fitting that we finish the half-term on a high with our 

community marking Valentine’s Day with a “Flash of Red” 

in support of OASIS with whom we have entered a long-

term partnership.  

Enjoy this week’s Newsletter, which provides a wonderful 

flavour of what happens in our very special community.   

I wish you all a very happy and safe half-term with your 

families.  

 

Fortnightly 

Shelley Lance 



 

VALENTINE’S  DAY OASIS MUFTI  



 

LEADERSHIP -  PUPIL VOICE 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Last Wednesday, the School Council 

representatives met to discuss various issues and 

proposals brought to them from their respective 

forms. These ideas ranged from the ever popular 

'more toilets in the Rowan Block' to a 'Teqball 

table' for all to use (yes, I had to look that one 

up!) and more 'Geography-style' desks in 

classrooms. As always we weighed up the pros 

and cons of the various ideas and put them 

forward to the relevant staff to discuss.  

The School Council is: Year 5 - Emily H-C, Margo 

P,  Kitty M; Year 6 - Lance O, Jessica J, Cayla W; 

Year 7 - Tom H, Jack H, Tom C; Year 8 - Luke O, Emilija H, Anna P. 

Neil Kumar 
Head of Upper School 

LOWER SCHOOL FOOD COMMITTEE 

Last week, the Lower School Food Committee came up 

with some excellent, sensible ideas regarding lunch and 

snacks at school, many of which Pam is keen to 

implement. They demonstrated an impressive 

understanding of a balanced, healthy diet... but also 

they did wonder whether doughnuts and pizza could 

feature more regularly!    

Committee members are:  Year 3 - Zoe A, Charlie A, 

Tommy H; Year 4 - Buster M, Max E, Charlie M. 

 Julianne Stewart 
Year 4 Leader 

SENIOR SCHOOL FOOD COMMITTEE 

The Year 5 - 8 Food Committee met this Wednesday. Once 

again they brought with them plenty of ideas and suggestions 

as a result of consulting their forms. Meat Free Monday 

divided opinion but was in the end supported, with the proviso 

that Quorn mince is taken off the menu. Certain themes 

emerged from all year groups, namely more variety of snacks 

at break time, with a reduction in cinnamon toast, more hot 

puddings, and improved packed lunches with a request for 

baguettes rather than sliced bread. We meet again in March.  

Committee members are: Mr Breakwell, Mrs Talbot, Year 5 - 

Hugo H, Frazer C, Charlie H; Year 6 - Max C, Maya E, James 

O; Year 7 - James H, Mia Z, Heather H; Year 8 -  Daniel O, Jasper B, Will K. 

Peter Breakwell  
Assistant Head 



 

LEADERSHIP 

HEADMISTRESS FOR THE DAY  

Last Friday, Year 8 pupil, Freya L spent the day as Headmistress. Miss L brilliantly 

led a whole school assembly on forgiveness with confidence and conviction. 

Throughout the day she showed excellent leadership skills and potential.  Here is 

a snapshot of her day.  

Life in Boarding with Mr Rochford 

Q & A WITH THE HEADMISTRESS 

What are your likes and dislikes?  I love my dog, Elsie.  She’s a Bulldog and is five years old. I enjoy 

shopping and meeting up with my friends.   I’m not a big fan of sport in the winter, I prefer it when it’s 

warm! 

What are your ambitions?  I don’t really know what I would like to do as a career when I’m older.  I 

enjoy the Arts and I am an Arts Scholar and Drama Prefect, so I would love to do something in that area.  

It’s important to do a job you enjoy! 

Which Senior School are you going to? I’m going to St. John’s. I joined Feltonfleet in Year 3 and, 

although I love it and will be sad to leave, I feel I am ready for the change and looking forward to meeting 

new friends and teachers. 

How did you find being Headmistress for the day?   I now have a much better understanding of Mrs 

Lance’s day - she’s very busy! I particularly enjoyed tea with the School Council and the Year 2 

Parliament.  Mrs Lance must really like tea!  

Did you make any important decisions? I approved a couple of ideas from the School Council, but 

they’re  still in the planning stage, so I’m afraid I can’t share them with you just yet! 

Getting an update on digital life at 

Feltonfleet  with Mr Starkey and Mr Sumner 

Miss L. chats with Year 4 pupils to listen to 

their views on life in the Lower School 

Usually out of bounds for pupils, 

Miss L learns how we test the safety 

of the pool water with Mr Ractliff 

Tea with the School Council 

Tea (again!) with Year 2 Pupil Parliament 

Lunch Duty in Pre-Prep 

Inspecting the dry stores with Catering 



 

PRE-PREP NEWS 

Classroom boards for teaching and 

learning have come a very long way 

since some of our days as pupils with 

blackboard and chalk. We have 

progressed through the stages of a 

white wipe-clean pen board, to an 

interactive board to the ultra modern 

Clevertouch  screen technology 

installed in each of our Pre-Prep classrooms. As well as the 

obvious teacher benefit of being able to display 

information  that we have prepared, live-time writing and 

drawing, internet access, video and direct screen mirroring 

from our iPads, our boards enable a wealth of direct 

learning opportunities for pupils to enjoy independently and 

collaboratively. Here are just a few examples from this 

term.  

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 



 

LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

THIS WEEK IN YEAR 3 

Year 3 have been using their sense of 

smell to create some vivid descriptions 

in English this week, by comparing the 

aromas of different teas. This was an 

introduction to the text they are 

studying, Cloud Tea Monkeys, by Mal 

Peet & Elspeth Graham. They produced some impressive 

writing (and we all enjoyed the lingering scent in the 

Lower School classrooms!). 

Taking advantage of a break in the weather, Year 3 went outside to collect soil samples from various 

locations in the grounds. This formed part of the Saving the World unit of work which they are 

studying in IPC this term.  

Elizabeth Cherry  
Head of Lower School 



 

SCHEHERAZADE 

ARABIAN TALES FROM YEAR 4 

Year 4 performed to spellbound audiences last week in their production of Scheherazade, a retelling of 

the Arabian Nights.  The pupils performed with such confidence and joy, which was truly infectious to 

anyone who watched.  There were Wizards, Fish with Legs, Stone Kings, Parrots and most other things 

you can think of.  Each form performed two stories and had at least one central song on stage.  They 

were even on the silver screen, thanks to Mr Pearce’s excellent filming of the Prologue, where the pupils 

discovered the pages of the Arabian Nights book in various locations around school.  One of the Year 4 

pupils wrote in his review of the play, "I loved the play so much and seeing so many smiles.  Next time I 

do a play I hope I have as much fun as I did this time." (Robert F) 
David Swann 

Director of Drama 



 

SCHEHERAZADE 



 

SCHEHERAZADE 



 

FOCUS ON DIGITAL LEARNING 

Pupils learn the core principles 

of computer science in their 

Digital Learning lessons, 

progressing to a text-based 

programming language, ‘Swift’ 

in Year 6. Over the last few weeks, Year 6 

pupils have been coding their own new 

commands for Meebot programmable robots, 

developing creative sequences of dance moves 

for their mechanical friends to follow, whilst 

learning more efficient routes to programming 

in the process.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Graham Starkey 
Digital Learning Subject Leader 



 

   UPPER SCHOOL NEWS 

PSB TUTORIAL SYSTEM 

What makes the PSB so distinctive is the 

active and focused development of skills at 

the heart of curriculum study. Alongside a 

grading system for academic study there is 

one for skills, and this is monitored by 

individual tutors with input from all staff. The tutorial 

system focuses on individual personal development. Tutors 

meet regularly with pupils in their groups and also hold 1:1 

meetings when they go through all aspects of school life 

and the development of an individual’s academic and extra-

curricular profile.  By processing and dialoguing with a 

member of staff about their learning, pupils become more 

self-aware and self-directed, assuming ownership of their learning.  The past two tutorials have focussed 

on developing a deeper understanding of the core skills of independence, leadership and collaboration.  

PUPILS MEET RESIDENTS AT WHITELEY VILLAGE 

The Pupil Leadership Team accompanied by Mr Rochford and 

Mr Kumar visited the residents of Whiteley Village this week. 

The residents were treated to singing, a violin performance, a 

drama sketch and some poetry reading. Following this, all 

enjoyed a cup of tea and conversation. We look forward to our 

next visit in March.  



 

BOARDING NEWS 

GUILDFORD SPECTRUM TRIAL NIGHT 

On Monday 3rd February, Feltonfleet Knights welcomed a number of 

boys and girls from Years 5-7 to ‘try out’ boarding. This term’s trial 

night saw the Boarding team take pupils off site – a first for a Boarding 

Trial Night. 

The evening started with a swift register before three minibuses 

journeyed down the A3. On arrival, the 34 boarders quickly descended 

into the leisure pool to enjoy the water-

slides and wave pool. You will have to 

take our word that all 34 pupils enjoyed 

this part of the evening immensely and 

definitely got wet, but because we are 

not allowed to take any photographs, 

we are unable to provide any 

photographic proof! 

After the swimming, all staff and 

boarders headed to the bowling alley where we all were seated in the 

‘diner’ to enjoy an American style supper. As you would expect, 

behaviour and manners were exemplary, as pupils chatted happily 

amongst themselves. 

After supper we headed down to our ‘lanes’ to enjoy a game of tenpin 

bowling. Everyone, including staff, had a really enjoyable time with 

each other whilst listening to the booming music. A 

highlight was certainly an impromptu mass dance to 

YMCA along with actions!! 

At the end of the evening we headed back home – 

pupils and staff content with a thoroughly enjoyable 

evening. 

My sincere thanks go to the Boarding Tutor team who 

helped with the evening, both at school and at Guildford 

Spectrum. 

Matt Rochford 
Head of Boarding 



 

MUSIC NEWS 

SINGING CONCERTS 

  “Teach music and singing at school in such a way that it is not a torture but a joy for the pupil; 

instill a thirst for finer music in him, a thirst which will last for a lifetime.” (Zoltán Kodály) 

 

At Feltonfleet, we follow a music curriculum based on the teachings of Zoltán Kodály, a Hungarian 

composer and music educator. Singing is integral to this method of teaching. Kodály believed that 

singing was good for the soul, a powerful unifier (everyone can take part) and the most direct way 

to experience music (there is no instrument in the way). We are very fortunate that at Feltonfleet, 

singing is in a very positive state.  

 

We have five choirs that 

are ever-expanding as 

well as a large contingent 

of pupils taking singing 

lessons. We are very 

grateful to our two 

w on d e r f u l  s i n g i n g 

teachers, Ms Tagoe and 

Mrs Robson-Hanafin, who 

are a huge part of this 

success story. On 

Thursday 6th and 

Monday 10th February, 

two informal concerts 

showcased the talents of Ms Tagoe and Mrs Robson-Hanafin’s pupils. All the children involved gave 

very assured performances and it was great to see how much enjoyment singing is bringing to their 

lives. Thank you Ms Tagoe and Mrs Robson-Hanafin for all of your efforts. Thank you also to all of 

the parents who came to support, and a big well done to all of our fabulous performers. 

Emma Weinel 
Music Teacher 

Pupils of Ms Tagoe sang on Thursday 6th February 

Pupils of Mrs Robson-Hanafin sang on Monday 10th February 



 

SPORT NEWS 

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 

SPORTS ROUND UP 

Another jam-packed half-term of sport! The Pre-Prep have 

started netball and hockey, the boys have made the switch to 

hockey and the Prep girls have moved on to their Spring Term 

rotation. There have been a number of highlights this term.  

 

In hockey, the U11 girls scored 25 goals between them on their 

way to a block win over St Edmund’s and, in netball, the U13 

girls made a fabulous start to their season by winning all their 

matches at Hawthorns.  We look 

forward to the Year 8 girls officiating 

the Section matches in the next half 

of term, having completed the first 

day of their England Netball 

Officiating course.  

 

The boys’ rugby season has drawn to 

a close now and Mr Thompson has 

been very pleased with this year’s 

progress. “All boys from Year 3 to 8 

have played brilliantly this year. The 

resilience and effort across the 

p r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n 

excel lent.” It must be 

mentioned that the U8 rugby 

players have not lost a game all 

year.... at any level!  

 

The hockey season has started 

well and Mr Molloy is 

looking forward to 

starting our IAPS 

campaign in the 

coming weeks.  

 

Shooting and swimming have both competed at 

national level this term and the new Running 

Club, Table Tennis and Athletics clubs all remain 

very well attended and professionally run.  

 

Many thanks to all parents who continue to 

support our programme so well.  

The Shooting team visited the National Rifle Association at 

Bisley to take part in a 50m national competition for the 

first time in a number of years. This was a great experience 

for the team to shoot at this distance and also to visit the 

national centre of excellence for shooting.  Results will be 

announced later in the year.  



 

U10 - U13 GIRLS AND BOYS QUALIFIERS -   

IAPS NATIONAL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS  

On 7th February, a team of 29 girls and boys 

competed at Downsend School in the hope of 

qualifying for the National Finals in June. 

All the boys and girls swam superbly and 

represented Feltonfleet very well.   Keep your fingers crossed for the 

result due out in May! 

I am so proud of the team - well done Feltonfleet! 

Rita Szalma 
Swimming Coach 

SPORTS NEWS 

CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS  

The school performed brilliantly at Eagle House last week, helped massively by the Running Club that is 

on a Monday after school every week. The club is to help people who are doing cross country and to 

improve running technique and cardio-vascular fitness for many different sports, not just running. It is 

run by my mum, Nicole B, who does an excellent job and our results support this. The results from the 

cross country at Eagle House were seven people in the top ten, with Nathan F coming third, and I 

managed to improve on last year and win my race. We are hoping the up and coming cross country will 

be just as successful and I would encourage as many people as possible to join the cross country 

team.   Tabitha B, Athletics Captain 



 

PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT  

RFC CUP VICTORY FOR YEAR 7 PUPIL 

Congratulations to Year 7 pupil, Seth B, who, 

along with his Rosslyn Park RFC  U12 team 

mates, won the Middlesex As Cup on Sunday 

2nd February.   

The Rosslyn Park Lions played a series of 

triangular games against other clubs in the 

area, eventually meeting Saracens and London 

Welsh in the finals.   

Seth only joined Rosslyn Park last season, 

playing in the development squad, but he was 

quickly selected for the Lions this season.  He 

played in all of the series matches and fought 

very hard alongside his team mates to win. 

Well done Seth, we are all very proud! 

STAFF NEWS 

STEVE HUTHWAITE 

Today we say “thank you” and “au revoir” to Steve 

Huthwaite who has been a member of our 

Feltonfleet community for 6 1/2 years.  He will be a 

familiar face to many of our pupils and parents who 

have met him on the bus runs and he will be sorely 

missed. We wish Steve all the best for his new life in 

France.    

Steve is pictured with his bus-driving 

colleagues (l-r) Simon Rogers, Nicky Holmes 

and J-Lo Hall. 



 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Year 2 

Lucy P 

For showing grit and resilience 

in her participation in Rugby 

Club this term.  

 

Year 3 

Indie R 

For her determination and 

positive attitude.  

Year 6 

Laila B 

For always being polite, hard-

working, happy and fun to be 

around.  

 

Year 8 

Scarlett T 

 For her enthusiastic, thoughtful 

and supportive attitude around 

the school.   



 

WHAT’S COMING UP?  

PRE-PREP AUTHOR VISIT 
TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 
Local author Helen Hamill will be sharing stories from The Button 

Collection with the children in Pre-Prep. 

BOOK FAIR 
THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY - TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 

PREP SCHOOL TERRACE OR RECEPTION 

SLT BREAKFAST FOR PRE-PREP 
THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 8.15AM  CALVI HALL 
Please do join our Senior Leadership Team for an informal chat over 

tea, coffee and pastries.  

INSTRUMENTAL GALA EVENING 
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 6PM ASHBEE THEATRE 
Friends and family are invited to join us for this showcase of 

Feltonfleet’s musical talent.  

BRASS & GUITAR CONCERT 
MONDAY 2ND MARCH 1.30 PM  MEMORIAL HALL 
Join us for this informal concert performed by pupils of Alison Knight 

and Julian Taylor 

PRE-PREP AUTHOR VISIT 
MONDAY 2ND MARCH 
With author Serena Hassan, the author of “The Tap Dancing Pigeon of 

Covent Garden” 

AUTHOR VISIT 
TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 
With author Ali Sparkes, author of The Shapeshifter and Night Speakers 

series of books. 

STRINGS CONCERT 
TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 1.30PM MEMORIAL HALL 
With pupils of Anne Turner and Jayne Spencer 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 

OPEN MORNING 
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 



 

DANCE AWARDS SUNDAY 21ST MARCH 

The Royal Academy of Dance class awards/examinations will take 

place on Sunday 21st March 2020.  Please see Friday post for 

further details regarding uniform and timings. 

NOTICES 

Miss Georgina 
Dance Tutor 

FISH TANK WANTED  

Do you have an unused fish tank lying around in your garage or loft?  

If you would like to rehome your fish tank, the Feltonfleet Science 

Department could make use of it to house our new axolotl.   

 

Please contact Mr Pomeroy directly: simon.pomeroy@feltonfleet.co.uk 

DATE FOR THE DIARY  

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 8.45 - 9.45AM 

READING:THE NEW YOGA? BUILDING YOUR 

CHILD’S INNER STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY AND 

BALANCE THROUGH READING  

We are looking forward to welcoming Cat Sabben-Clare to give a talk for our 

Feltonfleet parents.  

 

Cat cares passionately about giving young people the opportunity to learn 

vital life skills through reading great literature. Having qualified as a 

Secondary Teacher of English in 1998 after receiving a 2.1 BA Hons degree 

in English from the University of Oxford, Cat went on to teach in co-ed and 

single sex schools with pupils of all different abilities.  After an 8-year gap, 

raising her family, she returned to teaching in 2015 and was shocked to 

discover how much the reading habits of secondary school pupils had 

changed during a period of increasing technological influence. She believes 

this break from the world of education means she is uniquely placed to see 

the drastic changes that have come about in the last 10 years.   

 

The event is open to all parents. Please email Heidi Tripp: hmpa@feltonfleet.co.uk to reserve your place. 

 

 




