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 Newsletter 
Friday 17th January 2020  

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

Dear Parents,  

Now that the dust has settled from the beginning of the New Year and we are already full steam ahead into 

the Spring Term, the holidays seem a distant memory.  Our pupils are back into the school routine and it 

feels as if we returned weeks ago!  I have enjoyed finding out what people are up to across the school and it 

was invigorating to spend time with our Nursery children as they 

finished their Forest School activity. 

In school assemblies we have been reflecting on traditions 

associated with New Year around the world, recognising both the 

wonderful diversity of different cultures and also the features 

common to them all – celebration, quiet reflection and the making of 

resolutions for the year ahead.  We reminded ourselves about the 

small changes that we can make to create a positive and lasting 

impact in our own and 

others’ lives.    

The start of a new year also 

provides a timely reminder of our educational values here at 

Feltonfleet. These are not about 'delivering' or providing children 

with a body of knowledge (though these are important); but rather, 

they focus on encouraging our pupils to think independently, to be 

curious, creative and critical in their thinking.  In addition to 

knowledge, we teach our children core skills such as communication 

and collaboration.  These areas open up 

exciting and creative learning opportunities and foster a love of learning as well 

as a curious and agile intelligence.  All these qualities that have been in evidence 

across the school this week, as you will see from the week’s highlights.  A 

personal favourite of mine was the sound of the eager Year 4s on their way to 

the Dining Hall for the launch of this term’s IPC entry activity on 

‘Chocolate’.  This incorporated a delicious chocolate fountain and as you can 

imagine, it ignited considerable enthusiasm both from Year 4 and from their 

teachers!   

I also had a reminder at the weekend of the seriousness with which our pupils 

and parents approach the Section Competitions.  Two Year 8 mothers, who shall 

remain nameless (for now……), greeted me on Saturday morning dressed as 

mascots in full Fox onesies!   Needless to say, I have already ordered Badger, Otter and Tiger adult onesies 

for future competitions.  We shall be looking for volunteers!   

Next week is a busy one, so I do hope you can all have a restful time together this weekend.  

Fortnightly 

Shelley Lance 
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LEADERSHIP 

THE VALUE OF CLUBS 

Our provision of clubs and enrichment activities is such a 

crucial part of prep-school life and adds a further dimension 

to the recreational and social aspect of life at Feltonfleet. It 

also provides excellent opportunities for children to spend 

time together, to develop their skills, talents and interests. 

We run an extensive range of extra-curricular clubs and 

enrichment activities, both before, during and after school. 

Some are specifically aimed at certain year groups, whilst 

others are available to all. 

The enrichment programme for Years 5 - 8 runs on 

Thursday afternoons. Year 5 are currently following a rotational programme that includes, Pilates, 

Climbing, Latin and the Environmental Pond Club. Additional elements will be added over the year. 

Year 7 are involved in rehearsals for 'High School Musical' whilst Year 6 & 8 are involved in Food Tech, 

Golf, Stem Club, Japanese, Board Games, Girls’ Football, Digital Learning and Art. 

Our programme gives children opportunities to try new and varied activities that may not strictly fit 

into the curriculum. These sometimes take them out of their comfort zone, but develop character, 

resilience and motivation, and encourage them to pursue wider goals. The activities help teach life 

skills that benefit children beyond the classroom, developing an appreciation for cultural and 

community issues, teamwork 

and social responsibility. 

These pictures just give a 

snapshot of what has been 

happening this week! 

Peter Breakwell 
Assistant Head 

Chess Club Swimming Club 

Japanese 
Judo Club 

Lower School Cooking Club 

Book Club 

Cricket Club 
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ENRICHMENT AND CLUBS  

Lego Club 

Hockey Club - whatever 

the weather! 
Maths Board Games Club 

Latin Club 

Digital Learning 

Climbing 

Pilates 

Pond Club 

Girls Football 

Food Tech - apple crumble - yum! 

Athletics Club 
Stem Club - designing bridges 

Art Club 
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 Gap Team 2020 

MEET OUR NEW STAFF  

Hannah Nolan 
I’m from Sydney, Australia and so far I am absolutely loving 

being at Feltonfleet as a Gap student! I play a lot of hockey 

back at home so I was very happy to be given the opportunity 

to coach the U10 D team - they just had their first match and 

played brilliantly! After this year, and a bit of travelling 

hopefully, I will be heading off to Sydney Uni to study a double 

degree of Law and International Relations.  

Luca Pearce 
I'm from Glebe, Sydney. My first couple of weeks here have 

been great! All the teachers and students have been really 

lovely! I'm looking forward to getting to know more people at 

the school and having the opportunity to see new parts of the 

UK. I've been a figure skater for the last ten years and really 

enjoy the sport! I'm planning to travel for a few months in the 

summer, and then next January I'll start university. I'm going 

to the University of Technology in Sydney and I'll be studying 

Law and Journalism.  

Peter Plant 
I am from Sydney, Australia. The first few weeks at the school 

have been awesome. The kids are great and all the teachers 

are lovely and have made it easier to settle in. I’m looking 

forward to meeting lots of new people and having lots of new 

experiences both in and outside the school, such as travelling. 

I love playing sports, mainly football and cricket, and 

travelling, especially in Europe. I’m planning to go to 

university in Australia in 2021, and work at after-school care 

at the primary school I went to in Sydney.  

Joel Naude 
I am from Cape Town, South Africa and am really enjoying 

my time here in England. I cannot wait to go travelling. I 

really enjoy swimming and rugby and I am planning on 

studying after this year.  

Gabriella Minerva 

Pre-Prep Teacher 
I have worked in numerous 

schools, both state and 

independent, but most recently 

I was at Meadowcroft Infant 

School in Chertsey. I am in the 

fortunate position to be working 

throughout the Pre-Prep, with all classes. I am so 

thrilled to have joined the Pre-Prep team and to be 

welcomed into the Feltonfleet community! In my free 

time, I love to read and cook meals for my friends and 

family.  

Debbie Grieve 

Librarian 
Debbie joins us from Parkside Prep 

School where she was an English 

Teacher and SENCo.  However, 

her passion for books led her to 

pursue a career as a School 

Librarian, combining the best of 

both worlds! Debbie is a keen 

“Tweeter” and is very well-

connected in author networks.  Debbie will be in the 

Library Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Andrew Rishton 

Games Coach 
Andrew joins us from playing first 

c l a s s  c r i c k e t  w h i l s t  a t 

Loughborough University, and for 

Middlesex 2XI during the summer. 

He also played Hockey at 

Loughborough, and can turn his 

hand well to almost all sports. We 

look forward to reaping the benefits 

of his cricket expertise when the season begins again 

next term.  

Nicky Herriott 

Matron 
Last term, we welcomed a new 

Matron to the Boarding House, 

covering Thursday and Friday day 

times.  Nicky has a long career of 

working in schools, has a teaching 

degree specialising in PE and has 

been a Sports Massage Therapist for 

the last 19 years.  

L-r: Luca, Peter, Marion, Hannah, Joel 

Marion Cluzet 
Marion joined us last term as a Languages Assistant and 

works closely with the MFL Team to support French lessons. 

She is enjoying the opportunity to improve her English, 

while gaining valuable work experience. 
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PRE-PREP NEWS 

Our Co-Curricular programme for pupils in Year 1 and Year 2 is designed to offer 

opportunities for our children aged 5-7 years to develop their creativity, communication 

and collaboration alongside physical, social and thinking skills.  

We offer nine after school clubs and three different dance clubs during the day, with an 

overall take-up of over one hundred places. Some children are also members of Pre-

Prep Choir. 

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 

Life Skills Club - laying a table 

Judo Club 

Craft Club 

Tennis Skills 

Board Games 

Football Club 

Cooking Club in 

the Year 2 

kitchen 

Tag Rugby 
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LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

One of the many advantages of following the Literary Curriculum for English is the 

exposure the pupils gain to a diverse range of authors and genres. We switch texts 

every two or three weeks, having fully exploited the themes, grammar, vocabulary 

and style of each one.  

This week, Year 4 have been enjoying Winter's Child, by Angela McAllister (with 

some enchanting illustrations by Grahame Baker-Smith), a cautionary tale about 

being careful what you wish for. Pupils made wishes and ranked them all on a 

scale from 'selfish' to 'selfless', having considered the potential consequences of 

each. Dialogue-building between characters then followed, allowing for some productive partner work 

and a reminder of how to punctuate and set out speech. 

One of our favourite authors, Michael Morpurgo, has provided the first text for Year 3 this term - The 

Pied Piper of Hamlin. Pupils have really enjoyed acting out some scenes from the book, putting their 

own spin on the action in the book.  

Elizabeth Cherry  
Head of Lower School 
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FOCUS ON MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

At Feltonfleet, the Modern Languages Department aims to inspire children to become 

language learners for life. Children are exposed to and given the opportunity to use 

everyday language in their daily lives, so that their learning becomes more meaningful 

and they are more likely to retain and apply their knowledge in real-life situations. 

As French is our primary foreign language, we are encouraging our pupils to have a growth mindset: to 

have a go at speaking languages in and out of the classroom, and not be afraid of making mistakes. 

Through working with others they become better equipped and self-motivated to conduct their own 

research on a set or chosen topic. 

We are delighted to see pupils noticing and using our new French signs dotted around the school that 

help them greet and address others or ask permission. Here are some examples from around the school: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Having the opportunity to use 

these signs in different lessons 

helps us memorise the sentences 

in French and we get a chance to 

say the sentences.   

Hugo H & Sebastian M, Year 5 

The signs on school subjects in 

French have helped me to learn 

how to say different subjects in 

French.  James A, Year 6 

STORY WRITING COMPETITION 

In previous years we have invited our Year 5 and 6 pupils to 

write 500 word stories as a prep task in English, following a focus 

on narrative writing and story techniques in class.  This year, we 

are also inviting our pupils to submit their stories to the BBC 

Radio 2 500 Words Competition as an optional task.  Further 

details can be found on Firefly via this link, or by visiting the BBC 

web page.  Closing date for entries is Thursday 27th February 8pm. We can’t wait to read their stories!  

Hollie Dunlop 
English Subject Leader 

Nil Karaca 
MFL Subject Leader 

The French signs are helping my 

learning as you can see them in 

different areas in the school and it 

reminds you how to say something 

in French. They are educational - 

everyone get reading!  

Evie G, Year 6 

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/english/english-parent-pages/enrichment-in-english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
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   UPPER SCHOOL NEWS 

IPAD PROGRAMME 

Our Upper School iPad Programme has now 

entered its second term, emphasising pupil 

responsibility and the discerning use of learning 

technologies. Year 7 pupils have now explored 

how to research more effectively using their iPads, 

extending and refining the precision of their Internet searches, 

whilst discovering valuable strategies to collate and present their 

findings. Running alongside these Pupil iPad Learning Programme 

sessions are our Parent Learning Programme Workshops. Our most 

recent session this week was well attended, helping our Year 7 parents to journey confidently alongside 

their child’s iPad development. Valuable feedback from many attendees will help to shape the agenda for 

our next workshop. 

These images reflect my findings from just some of my ‘digital learning walks’ this week, capturing Year 7 

pupils researching differing weather types in Geography, whether society should have rules in Religious 

Studies, developing project covers in Design Technology and reviewing their Autumn Term reports and 

targets in Art.  

Graham Starkey 
Assistant Head/ 

Digital Learning Subject Leader 
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MUSIC NEWS 

Music classes and ensembles are up and running again, ready for the term ahead. Please do come 

and support our young players and singers –a list of performances is below: 

Year 6 are learning new rhythms... 

Year 4 are practising songs for their show! 

Year 3 recorders are starting to 

sound really good! 

Year 8 are working on semiquaver 

and syncopated rhythms this term. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MUSIC EVENTS -  

SPRING HALF-TERM 2020 

Thursday 23rd 

Jan, 8:15am 

Lower School Piano 

Concert, Pupils of Mrs 

Allen 

  

Tuesday 28th Jan, 

3:30pm 

Evensong, featuring the 

Middle Choir, Years 5-6 

  

Thursday 6th Feb, 

8:15am 

Singers’ Concert, Pupils 

of Miss Tagoe) 

  

Monday 10th Feb, 

1:30pm 

Lower School Singers’ 

Concert, Pupils of Mrs 

Hanafin 

  

Tuesday 11th Feb, 

All Day 

Epsom Strings’ Day, 

Years 3-6 

 

Chris Andrews 
Director of Music 

Strings Group are preparing for the Instrumental Gala 

Evening after Half-Term. 
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SPORTS NEWS 

SECTION SWIMMING GALAS 

YEARS 5 & 6 GIRLS HOCKEY SECTION MATCHES 

On Saturday we took part in Section Hockey. Our 

first match was against the Ferocious Foxes, it was 

a good result for our team the Brilliant Badgers (3-0 

win). Our second match was against the Terrific 

Tigers but we were a strong team and beat them 6-

0. The last match was versus the Outstanding 

Otters, which was the hardest match of all, but we 

won somehow 2-0. This meant we won Section 

Matches 2020. 

Hannah D and Jemima A, Year 6 (Badgers) 

On Saturday morning Year 5 & 6 girls played 

Section matches. We were all extremely 

competitive against the other Sections and each 

other. We all tried our hardest and everybody did 

extremely well. But sadly one Section had to win 

and that Section was Badgers. I personally really 

enjoyed the teamwork involved and I’m sure 

everyone else did too. I’m glad Badgers won but 

I’m happy for all the other Sections too. Rose B, 

Year 5 (Badgers) 

YEARS 7 & 8 NETBALL  

SECTION MATCHES 

Last Saturday, all the girls played in the netball 

Section matches -everyone enjoyed it and had fun. 

We all worked together in our teams and it was 

good to get to know some new people. I loved 

leading my team and I was thrilled that we 

immediately worked well together and showed 

great team spirit throughout all of the matches.  In 

each match played, both teams were very 

competitive and we all supported and encouraged 

each other. It was a fantastic start to the netball 

season. We all had lots of support from the parents 

- some of which had very unusual outfits!! Nirvana 

McK, Year 8 (Netball Captain) 

Section Netball winning team - Foxes 
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Amanda Wright 
Head of Middle School/ Girls Games 

GREAT START TO NETBALL SEASON 

The 1st-3rd Netball teams started the netball season 

extremely well in their triangular fixture against 

Hawthorns and Lingfield College on Wednesday 

afternoon. All three teams won every game except one, 

in which we only lost by one goal!!!  

Keep up the good work girls! 

CRANLEIGH SWIMMING GALA  

Overall Result: 130 Cranleigh  107 Feltonfleet  

Well done to all the swimmers who took part in our first gala this 

term.  It was a great opportunity to practise IAPS distances in a 25m 

pool and there was some fantastic swimming on display.  

Congratulations to swimmers of the day, Mimi R and Freddy S, in 

amazing Butterfly races in the U10 relay and individual races.  

A huge ‘well done’ also goes to Year 6 pupils, Olivia T, James B, and Faith C; also to Tom H (Year 7) and Will 

K (Year 8) who swam 50 m Butterfly! It is a tough race, but you all did a fantastic job. 

Well done Feltonfleet! Rita Szalma 
Swimming Coach 

SPORTS NEWS 

RUGBY ROUND UP 

We returned to school last week and have got straight back 

into the Rugby programme. On Saturday morning there 

were strong performances across the U13 group with the A 

team battling to a 10-5 victory over Lanesborough and the 

B team scoring a hard earned 30-25 win over Worth. On 

Wednesday we had some great fixtures with Cranleigh, the 

U12B victory 50-40 being the highlight. The mighty 

U8s  continued to demonstrate their growing skill and speed 

by winning all their matches against Cranleigh on Thursday. 

The week was rounded off by an 

engaging, high tempo session for 

the U13 boys run by Peter Richards, 

former England scrum half. We now 

move into the final two weeks of 

Rugby before we change over and 

welcome a new sport in Hockey!  

James Thompson 
Head of Boys Games  
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PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT  

COUNTY CROSS-COUNTRY GOLD FOR TABITHA  

Congratulations to Year 6 pupil, Tabitha B, who achieved 1st place 

in the Surrey County Cross-Country Championships held at 

Denbies Wine Estate on Sunday 5th January.  Not only did she 

achieve Gold for her individual performance, but she also won 

Gold in the team medal along with her three team mates.  

Tabitha’s success makes her the first athlete from her club to win 

U13 since records began in 1978 and means she is a top six 

qualifier for the Surrey U13 team competing at the National Inter-

County Championships in March at Loughborough.  What an 

amazing achievement!  

HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE FOR JAMES 

Congratulations to James H, Year 7 pupil, who successfully 

completed the Annapurna Dhaulagiri Trek in 2ft high snow 

covered trail from 13th to 16th December 2019.  He completed 

the trek with his mother, who said of his endeavours, “What 

impressed me most about him was his fantastically good spirit 

and morale. James worked really hard each day of the trek. Not 

only was he walking up hill in snowy conditions for hours at a 

time, but he had to organise and decide what was the best 

clothing to take with him.” We look forward to hearing more when 

James speaks in assembly next week.  
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PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Year 1 

Isaac K 

For extra helpfulness in the Calvi 

House Dining Room 

 

 

Year 4 

Bluebell S 

For her constant determination 

and enthusiasm across the 

curriculum  

Year 5 

Charlie H 

For his resilience and positive 

mindset whilst being injured. 

Year 7 

Phoebe J 

 For her outstanding, consistent 

and positive attitude towards 

learning.   
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WHAT’S COMING UP?  

EVENSONG FOR YEARS 3 - 6 

TUESDAY 28TH JANUARY 3.30PM 

ASHBEE THEATRE 

We are delighted that Mr Roland Martin, Head of City of London 

Freemen’s School is able to join us for Evensong. All parents welcome. 

LOWER SCHOOL PIANO CONCERT 

THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 8.15 - 8.45AM 

MEMORIAL HALL 

Parents are invited to join us for this informal piano concert featuring 

pupils of Amanda Allen. 

SLT BREAKFAST FOR YEARS 7 & 8 

THURSDAY 30TH JANUARY 8.15AM 

OLD LIBRARY 

Please do join our Senior Leadership Team for an informal chat over tea, 

coffee and pastries.  

YEAR 4 PLAY - SCHEHERAZADE - 

TALES OF THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 

TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 

WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY  

ASHBEE THEATRE 

We look forward to this colourful musical spectacular. 

BOARDING TRIAL NIGHT FOR YEARS 

5,6 & 7 

MONDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 

See notice below.  
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NOTICES 

END OF SCHOOL - OLD LIBRARY 

Parents are welcome to use the Old Library after school. I would be 

grateful if your children are closely supervised and wait quietly 

during this time as there are meetings in my study through until 

5.00pm and an office close by.  If children are eating snacks we 

would appreciate if they could do so at the table. It is a lovely room 

for parents and children to sit quietly to catch up at the end of the 

day, read etc.  Thank you for your understanding.  

COFFEE SHOP LOUNGE - NOW OPEN 

The brand new Coffee Shop Lounge is a warm, welcoming space 

to catch up with friends after drop off and ahead of pick up.  

George's Coffee Shop is open every morning between 8-10am 

and again in the afternoon between 3-5pm, serving a delicious 

range of homemade cakes, pastries and hot drinks.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Weekly Bulletin 

 
Week 3 – Jan 20 – Jan 26 2020 

Monday 20 

 Wellington College Pre-Test Week  

17:00 – 19:30 Year 8 Pupils & Parents Evening Ashbee Theatre  

Tuesday 21 

07:00 - 07:45 Upper Swim Squad (Years 7 & 8) Pool 

08:15 - 08:45 Violin Group (Year 4) 

15:00 Mixed Shooting U13A v Epsom College Away 

17:00 – 19:30 Year 8 Pupils & Parents Evening Ashbee Theatre  

Wednesday 22 

14:00 Girls Hockey U11A, U11B v St George's Junior, Weybridge  Away 

14:00 Girls Hockey U11C, U11D v St George's Junior, Weybridge Home 

14:30 Boys Rugby Union U11A - C v Hall Grove / Staines Prep Hall Grove 

14:30 Boys Rugby Union U10A - C v Hall Grove / Milbourne Lodge Home 

14:30 Girls Netball 4th, 5th v Lambrook Away  

14:30 Girls Netball 1st, 2nd, 3rd v Lambrook  Home  

14:30 Boys Rugby Union U13A, U13B, U12A, U12B v Section Matches Home 

14:45 Girls Hockey U10C, U10D v The Hawthorns Away 

14:45 Girls Hockey U10A, U10B v The Hawthorns Home 

Thursday 23 

07:00 - 07:45 Middle Swim Squad (Years 5 & 6)  Pool 

08:15 – 08:45 Lower School Piano Concert (pupils of Amanda Allen) Memorial Hall 

14:30 Boys Rugby Union U9A - C v Aldro / Rokeby Aldro 

14:30 Boys Rugby Union U8A - C v Aldro / Lanesborough Home 

14:30 Girls Netball U9A, U9B, U9C v Claremont Fan Court Away  

15:20 - 16:15 Years 5 - 8 Enrichment   

Friday 24 

14:00 Girls Netball U9A - C v Lambrook  Home 

14:30 Girls Netball U8A - C v Lambrook  Home 

16:30 Mixed Swimming U13A, U12A, U11A, U10A v Downsend  Away  

Saturday 25 

09:00 Girls Netball 1st, 2nd v Hall Grove  Away 

09:00 Girls Hockey U11 Hockey Training Home 

09:30 Boys Rugby Union U11A–C v The Hawthorns/CofL Freemen's  The Hawthorns 

09:30 Boys Rugby Union U10A-C v The Hawthorns/CofL Freemen's The Hawthorns 

09:30 Boys Rugby Union U13A, U12A v The Hawthorns Home 

09:30 - 12:00 Art Scholars Morning Art Studio 

 



QUIZ 
NIGHT

TO BENEFIT THE
ROYAL MARSDEN HOSPITAL

20TH MARCH 2020
 

ASHBEE THEATRE 7.00pm
 

TEAMS OF 10-12
 

£20 PER PERSON INCL. DINNER
 

BYO
 

friendsoffeltonfleet@gmail.com

FELTONFLEET PRESENTS



BYFLEET  ROAD   COBHAM   SURREY   KT11 1DR

 01932 862 264   admissions@feltonfleet.co.uk   www.feltonfleet.co.uk

W H E R E  I N D I V I D U A L S  R E A L L Y  M A T T E R

LEAFY 25-ACRE PARKLAND SITE INSPIRING CURRICULUM

AGES 3-13  DAY/FLEXI-BOARDINGHIGH-QUALITY TEACHING

Fri 6 March  9.00 -11.00

Fri 22 May 9.00 -11.00

OPEN MORNINGS
“excellent”

September 2018


