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 Newsletter 
Friday 31st January 2020  

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

Dear Parents, 

The first page of our Newsletter this week looks 

rather different.  As several of the contributions from 

pupils and staff this week focus on the theme 

of ‘Leadership’, we decided to change the 

format.  Instead of my customary introduction, we 

begin with contributions from our Heads of School, 

Portia A, Dan O, Nirvana M and Jack P.  They have 

each considered what leadership means to them and 

how it affects their roles here at Feltonfleet.   

I think sport has helped my leadership skills because 

teamwork is important and you have to be able to talk to your team.  Also, sport builds character and mental 

strength as you push yourself until you can’t do any more. “There is 

no crowd in the extra mile” - I live firmly through this because you 

only get results through hard work and dedication, which leadership 

also requires.  Being Captain of Cricket, I move fielding positions, 

make decisions on the toss and encourage energy in the team to 

help us be confident going into matches. In cricket, everything you 

do is for the team. If you don’t have a great day but your team 

wins, it’s better than playing very well but losing. Now that girls are 

playing cricket at school, more people are coming to the sport and 

for some it will be a new passion.  Being in a team is the most 

important thing, because Portia, Jack, Nirvana and I have to work 

well together.  Of course, being a co-ed school helps you 

communicate with different people and build friends who are boys 

and girls. Our school motto ‘where individuals really matter’ really 

shows, because whenever I walk into school I see people having fun and enjoying a learning 

environment.  Even though it’s a great feeling that everyone is happy, 

there will always be one who isn’t having a great day and we have to 

be empathetic. On the whole I’ve really enjoyed this year and I’m 

really excited to see what’s ahead. Dan O 

My thoughts on Leadership: a powerful word, with a powerful 

meaning. It involves moulding yourself into the role, not being the 

one in control all the time, stepping back. Listening to others. 

Learning from others. Empathising with others. Understanding them. 

It’s about guiding others to be the best they can be. How to do 

that?  Well, there is a monumental amount of trust required to be a 

Fortnightly 
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LEADERSHIP 

leader, involving getting to know 

everyone and not being in control. 

You lead with your words - one voice, 

speaking for fifty people. How to 

show this? There are many ways, but 

to me it’s through the performing arts 

- Drama and Music. Prep schools give 

you the freedom to perform and just 

this week our school has had a Middle Choir performance in Evensong and Year 4 preparing the final 

touches for their play, Scheherazade, next week.  These are just two examples of what the performing 

arts do here at Feltonfleet.  We are lucky to have eager Drama and Music scholars, willing to give up 

their time to contribute, and I think what we have gained here may inspire some (and definitely me) 

to take up these subjects in the future.  The experience has really helped me to be the best leader I 

can be, and alongside Nirvana, Dan and Jack, I feel that the rest of the year will be very positive and 

exciting.  Portia A 

I am Netball Captain this year. I think PE and Games 

are really important in prep schools. They are 

important because they teach you how to work as a 

team, to respect and encourage each other. They not 

only keep your body healthy but also your mind 

healthy. Sport has taught me to get to know my body 

and respect it. For example, it is good to play a tough 

game of netball, but it is just as important to stretch 

before and afterwards to prevent injuries and look 

after it.  It has also taught me that whilst it is 

important to play well and try your best, it is just as 

important, if not more, to show respect to your 

teammates, your coaches, the opposing team and 

their coaches too. I think every child should get involved in sport as it can build confidence, help you 

make new friends and form stronger ones. It teaches you how to work as a team, how to respect 

others, and be mindful about your body and what it can do, so that you become more resilient and 

take pride in your performance and positive attitude.  Nirvana M 

I have learnt that to be a good leader you have to be a good role 

model. This may well be in the classroom or on the sports field, 

or even just around the school. You have to listen to everyone's 

point of view and take on board people's ideas of how to make 

the school a better place. A good leader is approachable and 

friendly; they support and 

encourage others to do the 

b e s t  t h e y  c a n .   

Probably the thing I find the 

most challenging is talking 

to the whole school in 

assembly, as I feel pressure not to mess up! As I am growing 

into the role, I am becoming much more confident generally and 

the more public speaking I do, the easier it is becoming.  I am 

really enjoying my role as Deputy Head Boy. Jack P 

Heads of School and Shelley Lance 

Have a lovely weekend.  
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LEADERSHIP 

FELTONFLEET COMMUNITY RESOLUTIONS 

At the start of the term in our first assembly with the Prep School, Mrs Lance challenged the whole 

community to see if they could make a change and adopt the 3 S’s.  Unlike most common resolutions, 

the 3 S’s are outward-focused.  

1. See Others 

Resolution Number One asks us all to try to see others, not just look but really see.  With such 

busy days and weeks at school, it’s important to ‘take time to see others’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking time and really seeing means creating the conscious 

opportunity to pay attention, take in information, understand each 

other better and be able to empathise. 
 

 

2. See it and Deal with it 

This is an honest attempt to not walk by it - pick it 

up, check it and return it.  Whatever ‘it’ is, 

Resolution Number Two asks us to have an 

impact and help deal with the age old Prep School 

problem of lots of ‘its’ getting forgotten, left behind 

and lost!  We’ve created a ‘Deal with it’ shed to 

deposit bottles, stationary, equipment or clothing 

which needs to be reunited.  Ideally, we should also 

value our ‘its’ more and there would be less to ‘deal 

with’.  

 

3. See it, stop it and change it 

Resolution Number Three calls on pupils to take action when they see someone being 

mistreated.  This can be very challenging but it is important the we all have a conscious sense of 

responsibility to not be a bystander and act to stop unkindness.  Sometimes acting will simply be 

seeking help.  

We will keep referring to the 3 S’s at school and would really like parents to discuss them at 

home.  We feel these resolutions can last a lot longer than most we set at the New Year!  

Ewan Carradine 
Deputy Head 
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PRE-PREP NEWS 

A DAY IN THE LIFE... OF A PRE-PREP HEAD 

Life in the shoes of a Pre-Prep Head is so varied 

and joyful. It’s very similar to that of the rest of 

our team and not so different to that of our 3-7 

year olds. Most days start early with emails and 

admin before staff briefings. Mrs Ostle and I 

collect children from Breakfast Club and go to 

either Year 2 House or Calvi House to meet and greet the other 

children and their families.  

In the mornings I teach RE 

and join in with child-led 

learning, communication and 

language, and reading, so 

that I teach every child during the week. Every day has a playground 

duty or child-led play duty in the outdoor area. I am lucky to enjoy a 

delicious three course school lunch every day and we all eat with the 

children, either with Year 2 in the main Dining Hall or with the 

younger children in Calvi Hall. Here we serve food to our tables and 

assist the children with cutting up food and reminding them of table 

manners. When we have 

served the children, we eat our own lunch with them. Then when 

our table is clear, it’s out to play.  

Maybe a coffee break, depending on the number of grazed knees 

and clothes that might need changing in any 30 minute period. 

The afternoons often include a meeting or two and some email or 

admin catch ups. I will pop in and out of class and get some fresh 

air, talking to our master chefs in the mud kitchen or marvelling 

at environmental learning in the Forest School.  

Before we know it, it’s time to open the doors and let the parents 

back in. Some days, when I don’t have meetings, I go to after 

school clubs or pop in on the Owls. When the last pupil leaves school at 5.30pm, it’s time to reflect upon the 

day that has been and plan and prepare for the days to follow: 

assemblies, lessons, presentations, reports, Firefly blogs, Seesaw 

posts and the Newsletter. Yet 

another wonderful day has 

whizzed past in Pre-Prep,  full 

of learning, laughter and a 

love for life.  

Amanda Burton Smith 
Head of Pre-Prep 

Mrs Burton Smith teaching RE in Reception 

Maths in Nursery 

Reception Handwriting 
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LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

It is not always immediately obvious 

that our Lower School pupils are 

only 7, 8 and 9 years old. Their 

sense of responsibility, their 

confidence, their independence and 

ease of self-expression often mask 

that fact. But, as they are still young 

children, we are careful to 

continually instil in them the need 

for and purpose of good manners, both in and outside 

the classroom. Holding doors open for people, greeting 

others, saying 'please' and 'thank you', putting up their 

hand in class when they want to say something, eating 

correctly with a knife and fork, are skills that a child 

does not know instinctively. Like any skill, manners 

needs practice and reinforcement, and progress needs 

to be recognised with reward. 

This week we celebrated the first Top Table winners. 

Every Friday, each Lower School form teacher will 

nominate one pupil from their form who has 

demonstrated super manners that week, either in the 

dining room or around school. These six pupils will be rewarded by 

sitting at a dedicated Top Table in the dining room on a Friday, with a 

table cloth, juice and flowers, and will be able to chat to a senior 

member of staff, joining them. Not to mention be able to go to the front 

of the queue - the ultimate treat! 

Congratulations to this week's winners! 

Elizabeth Cherry  
Head of Lower School 
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YEAR 6 GO OUT OF THIS WORLD! 

On Monday Year 6 blasted off for a day of exploration and 

technology at Winchester Science Museum and 

Planetarium. The museum houses dozens of hands-on 

exhibits covering a wide range of topics in science. After an 

initial exploration, the pupils were treated to a show in the 

Planetarium where they were able to zoom across the whole Solar System 

from the comfort of their chairs.  

This was followed by an excellent workshop based on light, lasers and the 

use of telescopes to view structures in space.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Steve Falconi 
Science Subject Leader 

Workshop Challenge to 

find the best heat 

shield for a space-

based telescope. 
Matching brainwaves to push a ball into the opponents 

goal. The calmer you are the better you do!  

Using an genuine submarine periscope to check 

out the Hampshire countryside.  
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   UPPER SCHOOL NEWS 

FOCUS ON ART 

YEAR 8 PHOTOGRAPHY - SEARCHING FOR LIGHT 

The chief goal of my work is the clarity of light - Henri Matisse 

I love the composition in these photos because of the way all the objects are placed. The angles in the 

photos are deliberate so that we could capture the effect of light to bring a peaceful or dark feel and mood 

to the photos. These photos are strongly manipulated, with the objects extremely carefully placed so that 

the effect of light is enhanced. We enjoyed taking these 

photos, searching for the detail of light in different 

ways.  Charlie S 

Delicate as if it would break upon touch 

Elegant droplets of water preparing to freeze 

Edges racked with frost, a blanket of frozen grass 

The coldness creeps up your arms  

Slowly up your spine  

Your elbows feel like frozen glass 

Until you feel the cold winter’s day. 

 

Amelie R 

Charlie S Natasha H Leah W 

Zachary R 
Zach H 
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MUSIC NEWS 

LOWER SCHOOL PIANO CONCERT 

On Thursday 23rd January, we were treated to an ‘early bird’ 

piano concert given by Mrs Allen’s pupils in Lower School. 

They gave us a wonderfully varied concert from pupils having 

only had 2 lessons(!) through to those working towards 

Grades 2 and 3. They are making fantastic progress already, 

so well done all of you for your practice - keep it going!  

A huge thank you to all the parents who came to support - it 

was great to see so many of you - and of course to Mrs Allen 

for her expert teaching and guidance.  

Chris Andrews 
Director of Music 

MIDDLE CHOIR IMPRESS AT EVENSONG 

The Middle Choir worked hard to prepare an anthem for Evensong in just three rehearsals. They 

performed Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel? a traditional spiritual arranged in 3-part harmony. They 

did us proud - well done, Middle Choir! 

Next week we can start looking at our music for Jazz Night. 
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SPORT NEWS 

FELTONFLEET’S PROFESSIONAL SPORTING TALENT  

ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL - 

PETER RICHARDS 

We have been blessed to have recruited England 

International, Peter Richards throughout this rugby 

season. Peter won 13 caps for England, won the 

Hong Kong Sevens with England and played in the 

Rugby World Cup Final in France in 2007. In his 

club rugby he has played for London Irish and had 

spells at Harlequins, Wasps, Gloucester and even 

in Italy.   

Peter has invested heavily in the Under 8s this 

season and has also taken a masterclass with the 

Under 13 teams. I cannot thank him enough for his 

time, knowledge, understanding and, most of all, 

patience! His coaching has been inspiring for the 

pupils and genuine professional development for 

the school coaches privileged enough to work 

alongside. Many thanks Mr Richards!!!! (It is the 

Sevens season soon..... any chance?)  

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 

COUNTY CRICKETER - ANDREW RISHTON 

We are proud to welcome Andy Rishton to the Sports Department 

this term. Mr Rishton has settled in really well, making instant 

connections with children, parents and staff. Andy comes with a 

first class cricketing pedigree, making his debut against Sussex in 

2018. He is certainly the only member of staff who has ever had a 

first class batting average of 55!!!! Andy continues to play and 

coach for Berkshire and Henley CC alongside his role at 

Feltonfleet. Andy has made a fantastic start at school, inspiring 

children, modernising coaching 

practices and helping us to 'create 

better athletes for life'.   
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SPORTS NEWS 

SECTION SWIMMING GALAS 

Upper School 

1st Otters 

2nd Foxes 

3rd Tigers 

4th Badgers 

YEARS 7 & 8 RUGBY SECTION MATCHES 
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U13BS SHINE AT PARKSIDE INTERMEDIATE 7S FESTIVAL 

Under beautiful sunshine, the U13B team travelled 

to nearby Parkside to take part in their Intermediate 

7s Festival. The boys showed great enthusiasm in 

the warm up, working on their organisation of set 

pieces and  defensive alignment. Our first match 

was against Parkside and the boys started superbly 

but struggled to score the try they deserved. After 

turning over the ball Parkside went the length of the 

pitch. The boys fought back to level the score and 

secure a 5-5 draw. We then played Cumnor House 

and again dominated territory and possession. We 

scored two excellent tries, moving the ball through 

the hands beautifully. Unfortunately we struggled to 

defend some big boys running hard at us and went 

down to a 15-10 defeat. We then played Danes Hill 

and put in a fabulous performance where we 

physically dominated the opposition to run out as 15

-0 winners. We finished the day playing a corker 

against Lanesborough. We scored two unbelievable, length of the pitch tries, where there were 

dummies, hand offs and wide passes to take us into the try area. We were pipped to the post by 

some strong running from Lanesborough to fall to a 15-10 defeat. We supported each other well 

throughout the day and cleared the ruck better than any other side there. Our work now is on tackling 

large members of the opposition. I was hugely proud of the boys’ efforts and thought they played a 

beautiful style of rugby.  

SPORTS NEWS 

James Thompson 
Head of Boys Games  

 

LUKE O - RUGBY CAPTAIN 

I’m extremely proud to be Rugby Captain for Feltonfleet 2019/20. 

Rugby is my passion - I play inside centre which requires me to be a 

strong defender. The position demands a lot of tackling, which I 

enjoy. I love trying out new positions that I haven’t played before as I 

believe it builds up my rugby skills.   

This season, the First XIII Team couldn’t wait for the rugby season to 

begin - we started back on Remembrance Weekend with the special 

memorial rugby match which is played annually between Feltonfleet 

and Perrott Hill. It was a tough match against a team who had been 

playing all term, but our teamwork and defence was outstanding... 

and we were the wettest and muddiest we’ve ever been! Rugby is a very demanding game, both 

physically and strategically, and through a lot of hard work the whole team has improved so much 

in a very short time. Everyone has taken their position and responsibilities very seriously and our 

high rates of tackling and try scoring are evidence of this. We have won most of our matches and I 

couldn’t have asked for any more from my friends. I would also like to say a huge thank you to Mr 

Thompson for his superb coaching, and to Mr Smith for all his support. It has been a great honour 

to have captained this amazing team!  Luke O 
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FELTONFLEET V ROWAN MIXED SWIMMING GALA U8—U11 

Overall Result: 156 Feltonfleet : 163 Rowan  

U11 result - 32:48  Rowan win 

U10 result - 36:44  Rowan win 

U9 result - 40:40 Draw 

U8 result  - 48:31 Feltonfleet win 
 

What a fantastic gala once again - a good competition with so many 

races closely fought!  I am so proud of Year 3, who displayed 

amazing swimming in their first ever gala, and of Year 4 and 5 who 

gave another brilliant performance.  It was great to see how well the Year 6 pupils looked after our younger 

swimmers, encouraging and supporting them throughout, and demonstrating super teamwork. 

Rita Szalma 
Swimming Coach 

SPORTS NEWS 

Amanda Wright 
Head of Middle School, Girls Games 

 

V 

NETBALL UPDATE 

Those of you who are avid netball fans may be aware that 

the All England Netball Association has made many changes 

to their playing framework recently. The purpose of this is to 

increase participation, make the game more appealing to 

younger players and maintain their participation throughout 

later life. Pupils in the Lower School are currently embracing 

the new “Bee Programme” which is  all about developing 

friendship, inclusion, fair play and playing together. This 

style of play has less restrictive rules (4 seconds to pass), 

provides players with more time on the ball (only 5 players 

on the court) and allows them to rotate through all positions 

during any one game. The programme itself is still in its 

infancy but the Lower School seem to be enjoying 

everything that it has to offer. The pictures show the girls in 

action this week in their game against Hawthorns.  

 

Netball is also in full swing in the Upper School. The senior 

girls have made a strong start to the season. They continue 

to develop 

their ball 

handling skills, set plays and team tactics. To advance 

further and understand the game completely, players 

are required to have a sound understanding of the 

rules. This helps them to improve their game play and 

react accordingly on court.  

I am very excited about the “Into Officiating Course” 

which starts this Saturday. The girls will be provided 

with the technical knowledge, procedures and protocols 

which, with further practice will enable pupils to start 

umpiring netball. They will also have the opportunity to 

use their newly learnt skills in games sessions and play 

a lead role during the Lower School Section Netball. 
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OTHER NEWS 

FELTONFLEET GREENHOUSE PROJECT 

We are pleased to announce that the Feltonfleet Greenhouse, made possible by the very kind 

donation from Friends of Feltonfleet , has now been built, is heated and is incorporated into the 

School’s Enrichment activities.  We look forward to hearing all about their progress.  In the meantime, 

here are a few images from the first session this week, with pupils working alongside the Estates 

team.  We would welcome donations of any spare seeds and clippings you may have to support the 

project.  

LOGS FOR SALE 

Recent work on the estate has resulted in a 

large load of logs being made available.  We 

would be happy to “sell” these logs to parents in 

return for a donation to enable us to plant new 

trees around the site.  Contact the Bursar for 

further details.  
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PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT 

Well done to Year 7 pupils, 

Jack H and Oliver E who 

wrote this fantastic poem 

based on our “The Fog” 

poetry text.  

They showed great 

collaboration and creativity, 

and great Seesaw work. 

FANTASTIC CREATIVE WRITING  

Danielle Denney 
English 

By Jack H and Oliver E 

OTHER NEWS 

We are delighted to learn that the English 

Department will be increasing in number fairly 

soon! 

We wish Mrs Dunlop and Mrs Denney all the best 

for the months ahead.  

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
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PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Year 1 

Luca M 

For helpfulness and 

responsibility. 

 

 

Year 4 

Willow W 

For her unstinting enthusiasm 

and commitment across all areas 

of school life. 

Year 5 

Mimi R 

For being a 

supportive 

buddy to a 

visitor, encouraging her 

and anticipating her every 

need. 

Year 6 

Lola K 

For showing maturity, quiet 

reflection and an impressive 

ability to speak with clarity, 

honesty and confidence 

about how she is feeling and 

choosing to respond to 

situations.    

Year 7 

Freddie L 

 For living out the school values, 

showing consideration for those 

around him whilst maintaining a 

consistently high level of effort 

across his subjects.  
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WHAT’S COMING UP?  

INFORMAL SINGERS’ CONCERT 

THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 8.15 - 8.45AM 

MEMORIAL HALL 

Parents are invited to join us for this informal singing concert featuring 

pupils of Hepz Tagoe. 

SLT BREAKFAST FOR PRE-PREP 

THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 8.15AM 

OLD LIBRARY 

Please do join our Senior Leadership Team for an informal chat over tea, 

coffee and pastries.  

YEAR 4 PLAY - SCHEHERAZADE - 

TALES OF THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 

TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 5.30PM 

WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 5.30PM 

ASHBEE THEATRE 

We look forward to this colourful musical spectacular. 

BOARDING TRIAL NIGHT FOR 

YEARS 5,6 & 7 

MONDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 

All spaces are now taken.  We can’t wait to hear all about it! 

LOWER SCHOOL SINGERS’ CONCERT 

MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 1.30PM 

MEMORIAL HALL 

Parents are invited to join us for this informal concert featuring pupils 

of Alex Robson-Hanafin. 
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AN INVITATION FROM ST ANDREW’S COBHAM 

St. Andrew’s Family Service - This Little Light – Sunday 2nd February 

at 10am – Everyone welcome  

An informal and fun service  for all ages, in which we will welcome the Faith 

Ambassadors from St Andrew’s School and SAY Youth Choir.  After the service 

there will be a refreshment and craft activity for children. 

MUFTI-DAY FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 

On Valentine’s Day, Friday 14th February, we will be having a whole 

school Mufti-day.  

 

We ask for a minimum donation of £2.  All donations will go directly to 

our chosen charity, Oasis Children’s Charity,  

 

Wear a hint of red.  

NOTICES 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Weekly Bulletin 

 
 
Week 5 –Feb 3 - 9 2020 
 

Monday 3 

13:45 – 17:20 Year 6 Maths Challenge  St John’s School   

17:20 Boarding Trial Night for Years 5, 6 & 7   

Tuesday 4 

07:00 - 07:45 Upper Swim Squad (Years 7 & 8) Pool 

08:15 - 08:45 Violin Group (Year 4) 

15:00 Mixed Shooting Practice Bisley 

17:30 – 18:00 Year 4 Performance Ashbee Theatre 

Wednesday 5 

14:00 Boys Hockey 1st – 6th VII v Cranleigh Prep  Away  

14:15 Girls Hockey U11B, U11D v Ripley Court Home 

14:15 Girls Hockey U10A, U10C v Twickenham Prep  Away 

14:30 Girls Netball 1st  2nd  3rd v Hall Grove Home 

15:00 Girls Hockey U10B, U10D v Ripley Court Home 

15:00 Girls Hockey U11A, U11C v Twickenham Prep  Away 

16:00 Girls Netball 4th, 5th v Manor House  Away  

17:30 – 18:00 Year 4 Performance Ashbee Theatre 

Thursday 6 

07:00 - 07:45 Middle Swim Squad (Years 5 & 6)  Pool 

08:15 Singing Concert with pupils of Hepz Tagoe Memorial Hall 

15:20 - 16:15 Years 5 - 8 Enrichment   

Friday 7 

16:00 - 19:00 Boys Swimming U13A - U10A v IAPS Qualifying Round  Away 

16:00 - 19:00 Girls Swimming U13A - U10A v IAPS Qualifying Round   Away 

Saturday 8 

09:00 Boys Hockey U10C v St George's Junior, Weybridge (pupils direct) Away 

09:00 Boys Hockey U10A & B v St George's Junior, Weybridge  Home 

09:30 Boys Hockey U11A & B v Highfield Hockey Tournament  GU30 7LQ 

09:30 Boys Hockey U10D v St George's Junior, Weybridge (pupils direct) Away 

09:30 Girls Hockey U11A & B v Tormead  Surrey Sports Park 

09:30 - 12:00 Art Scholars Morning Art Studio 

 



QUIZ 
NIGHT

TO BENEFIT THE
ROYAL MARSDEN HOSPITAL

20TH MARCH 2020
 

ASHBEE THEATRE 7.00pm
 

TEAMS OF 10-12
 

£20 PER PERSON INCL. DINNER
 

BYO
 

friendsoffeltonfleet@gmail.com

FELTONFLEET PRESENTS




