
 

Fortnightly 

Newsletter 
Friday 4th December 2020  

From the Headmistress 
Dear Parents, 

The Autumn Term is marching on fast and, though learning 

and lessons will continue right through until the end of term, 

we have already enjoyed a well-deserved early start to the 

festive season in the form of all the Christmas trees and lights 

around the school, not to mention our family of Feltonfleet 

Reindeer!   

Whilst we will miss being 

all together at St Andrew’s Church as we normally would, there are 

still rehearsals, preparations and recordings well underway for the 

Pre-Prep Nativity Play and for the Carol Services in Years 3-8 so that 

we can capture the Feltonfleet Christmas spirit. The recording of the 

Pre-Prep Nativity Play displays such creativity, excellent singing and 

musicality from our youngest pupils in a presentation superbly 

organised by Mrs. Weinel, Miss Day and Miss Leach, and featuring our Year 2 

pupils in lead roles. Parents are in for a real treat!  Watching the Pre-Prep children 

wandering over the campus in their costumes as stars, angels, donkeys, camels 

and other colourful characters has brought the Christmas magic to Feltonfleet, 

along with lots of ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhhs’.  It has also highlighted the increased self-

assurance of our younger pupils 

when compared with the start of 

term. Preparations for the festive 

period are in full swing in the Lower, Middle and Upper 

Schools so that we can have Carols & Songs by 

Candlelight in the Ashbee Theatre on Thursday 10th 

December. This is a time when we can pause to reflect on 

the true meaning of Christmas and when we can enjoy the 

wonderful traditional carols and modern Christmas songs 

prepared by Mr Andrews and the Music Department. These 

will no doubt be a highlight of our Christmas celebrations, 

to be shared with parents next week.    

With Christmas lunches, the Christmas Jumper Day on the final day of term, and the Prefects Christmas 

Play all in store, it is set to be a busy and fun end to a hugely enjoyable and productive term – and at 

Feltonfleet we expect nothing less than full-on Christmas spirit!  We are looking forward to it and hope 

you will also enjoy the highlights that will come your way during the course of next week.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Shelley Lance 



 

PUPIL VOICE  

Carrying out a survey or holding meetings to 

discuss issues is all well and good. Our pupils 

know, however, that it is the resulting action 

and changes that really count and show that 

their voices have been genuinely heard.  

Elizabeth Cherry 

Deputy Head (Pastoral) 

For our pupils, an important part of belonging to the Feltonfleet 

community is the various opportunities they have to voice their 

opinions and put forward their views.  

We are proud of how our pupils stand up for what they believe 

in, how they drive forward initiatives - small or large scale - 

and that they know their voices are heard. 

Within the past few weeks, pupils from Pre-Prep to Year 8 have taken part in a 

survey in which they were able to express how they feel about all areas of 

school life. The results were collated and discussed by staff at length. This 

week pupils were given feedback in assemblies about the whole process, 

with particular focus on the action plan that is in place to address any issues 

or concerns.  

In addition 

to this, at the start of term each form 

in Years 3 to Year 8 voted for 

representatives to sit on their behalf on 

three committees. Pupils had to 

prepare a manifesto and present it to 

their peers, after which a secret ballot 

was held to elect candidates to the 

positions. 

At meetings, issues are discussed, 

ideas are shared and measurable plans 

are put in place. 

School Council 
 
If you are a member of 
School Council, you have a 
say about: 

 
• the School site 
• the facilities 
• clubs and activities 
• the use of space 
• logistics and systems 

Pupil Voice 
 
If you are a member of Pupil Voice, 
you have a say about: 
 
• our rules and our rights 
• how we treat each other - this 

is known as our culture, or 
our ethos 

• how we treat our planet 
• which charities we support 

and how we do that 
• what we consider to be 

important - this is known as 
our values  

Food Committee 
 
If you are a member of 
Food Committee, you 
have a say about: 
 
• our Dining Room 

and our dining 
system 

• our menu 
• snacks  

Thank you to the following pupils who are the current 

representatives. The next elections will be held halfway 

through the Spring Term.  



 

PRE -PREP  

Amanda Burton Smith 

Head of Pre-Prep 

This week has seen the transformation of Calvi 
House and Year 2 House into a variety of 
Santa’s grottos. Children have enjoyed 
decorating their classrooms and trees with 
decorations they have made themselves.  

We have been sharing stories about kindness 
at Christmas and how we can all think of other 
people and animals and take steps to make 
sure everyone is well cared for and not lonely. 



 

LOWER SCHOOL  

 

Click to play the video 

Year 3 have had success recreating their own 

versions of the flooding seasons of the River Nile! 

They have been learning about the inventions and 

lives of the Ancient Sumerians over the last two 

weeks. Year 3 pupils have had a good debate about 

which was the most important invention - time, 

farming materials and the lunar calendar were the 

top favourites.   

Helen Marland 

Head of Lower School 

The pupils in 

Year 4 became Willy Wonkas for the 

morning! To end their IPC unit of 

work on Chocolate, they each 

created their own chocolate bar, to 

which they added a variety of 

exciting ingredients. They thoroughly 

enjoyed the experience and we hope 

the chocolate tasted as good as it 

looked! Next, they are going to be 

looking at advertising and making 

their own advert for the bar they 

invented.   

The Christmas spirit has certainly 

found its way into the Lower 

School this week, as the hallways 

and classrooms have become 

awash with colourful Christmas 

decorations!   



 

Janet Woodward 

Geography  Teacher 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Click to play the video 

Focus on Geography 

Year 6 has now come to the end 

of their Rivers topic. The pupils 

were able to learn how a river 

shapes the land, creating v-

shaped valleys, meanders and 

waterfalls. We are all aware of 

floods and the increased frequency with which 

they now occur. We are very close to a floodplain 

and we often see parts of Cobham underwater 

when there is heavy rainfall. Part of our studies 

this term has been to learn about the different 

ways we can try to reduce the effects of flooding.   

We have recently learnt about hard and soft 

engineering to control and manage river 

flooding which has been a really interesting 

subject. We have also learnt about river 

processes and erosion which I really 

enjoyed.  Jack H 

We learnt about dams and embankments, river 

straightening and also flood relief channels. We can't 

wait to start the Volcanoes topic next term! Max A 

I love Geography! We have learnt about river 

processes and topics like erosion and 

transportation, and have recently studied the 

different ways we can manage flooding like 

building dams, embankments and making a 

river straight to make the water flow faster. 

Mimi R  

We’ve come to the end of our topic for this 

term and it's been great! I have loved 

learning about the ways to manage 

flooding.   

I have enjoyed this topic as it has had a lot 

of interesting facts like how dams control 

the water that is flowing down a river.  

Kitty B 



 

UPPER SCHOOL  

Focus on Year 7 RE 

This term in Religious Education has been a lively one. 

There have been many brilliant and exciting discussions 

with pupils engaging with challenging concepts.  

Year 7 has been embracing the issues that the Problem of 

Evil presents for a Christian God. Having previously 

studied the attributes of God, there were heated debates 

from some pupils stating that God is transcendent and 

therefore he cannot intervene in our time and space to stop evil. We have recently moved on to look at 

Christian Theodicies to look at how Christians justify their belief in God alongside the existence of evil. 

Pupils have been engaging critically in these discussions and actively thinking about what this means for 

the existence of God.  

Lucy, a Year 7 pupil said,  ‘I have really enjoyed discussing these issues, as it is an interesting topic. I 

agree with Irenaeus’s Theodicy because I think we learn from bad things happening and this is part of 

God's plan.’ However Chloe disagreed and said that ‘Evil does disprove the existence of God as he 

clearly is not omnipotent or he would stop evil things from happening.’ 

The presence of evil disproves God because he can’t be 

all loving and powerful and there still be evil in the 

world, therefore God does not exist.  I don’t agree with 

him because when bad things happen you are 

grateful for good and it brings communities together.  

Irenaeus would say that evil is 

here for a purpose. Without evil 

we wouldn’t know what happiness 

is here, so God can exist. 

Independent Study in Year 8 

INDEPENDENCE - it’s not just working on your own. 

As part of the PSB curriculum in the Upper School pupils learn how to develop their independence in 
their thinking and learning, in the reviewing and improving of their work and in their communication.  

Eliza Taylor 

RE Subject Leader 

Irenaeus would also say that God let there be 

evil to teach us what is right and what is 

wrong and so we can learn from our mistakes.  

Simon Pomeroy 

Deputy Head (Academic) 

Dragons Den 



 

SPORT  

Boys Sport 
A big well done to all the boys for their effort, thought and spirit of 

fun throughout the term. In spite of not being able to compete on 

our normal fixtures programme, the boys have still made Games 

extremely enjoyable to teach this year. In recent weeks it has 

been a privilege to see our Year 3 pupils make incredible progress 

towards understanding how rugby works and 

what they need to do to be successful. Their 

ability to understand new information and use 

it to such great effect is astonishing. The 

progress made in handling, support play and 

running attacking lines across all the year 

groups has been lovely to see. Thank you to 

the Boys Games department who have worked 

brilliantly and innovatively to create challenging, 

enjoyable and fresh lessons throughout the term.   

Mixed Sport 

The Mixed Hockey World Cup has continued to be played this week, with our winners announced in Years 

5 -8. Once again, the boys and girls have shown great determination, resilience and perseverance in 

some cold and wet conditions. Teams have risen through the ranks, beating teams they lost to the  

previous week and scoring some fantastic goals. Well done to all those who have played, but special 

mentions must go to our 'trainers of the day' and in particular our goalkeepers, who played continuously 

throughout the afternoons. Results are as follows; 

Girls Sport 

A huge ‘well done’ and ‘thank you’ to all the girls for their hard work this 

term. It has been a long term and the girls have been a delight to teach, 

showing massive improvements in their hockey. As we move into the netball 

term I hope to see more of the same. Final congratulations to all the girls 

who have been awarded P.R.I.D.E Awards this term and a special mention to 

those who have received their blue laces! Charlotte Collard 

Head of Girls Games 

James Thompson 

Head of Boys Games 

Year 5 - Argentina (Cup) & Spain (Plate) 

Year 6 - India (Cup) & Germany (Plate) Year 8 - TBC (last matches next week) 

Year 7 - India (Cup) & Spain (Plate) 



 

MUSIC  

 

Informal Piano Concert 

On Monday morning we were treated to a wonderful concert of piano music with pupils of Mr Kieron 

Garrett. With parents watching via Zoom, there was a great mixture of styles. Well done to all of our 

performers - you played superbly! 
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Pupil Year Group Performance piece 

Amelie Z Year 4 Cockatoo  

Daniel G Year 5 The Echo 

Edoardo P Year 4 Much Ado About Nothing & Sunrise 

Heidi McA Year 7 Shark Soup 

Lisara M Year 8 Christopher Columbus 

Michael G Year 5 Egyptian Level 

Olivia B Year 7 Lesson in C 

Rocky Z  Year 5 Etude in A minor 

Sophie D Year 8 Oscar’s Boogaloo 

Sydney R Year 7 Riding the Hobby Horse 

Toby B Year 4 A Parson’s Farewell  

Chris Andrews 

Director of Music 



 

LIBRARY NEWS  

Emma Burnside & 
Deborah Grieve 

Librarians 

Book Clubs 

New Year 7 and 8 book clubs are coming soon! Year 5 and 6 book clubs are running again in January.  

Year 5 
Book 
Club 
Thursday 

morning  

break.   

Click the  

book for details.   

Year 6 
Book 
Club 
Tuesday 

morning 

break.  

Click the  

book  for details.   

Year 7 
Book 
Club 
Wednesday 

morning 

break.  

Click the  

book for details.  

Year 8 
Book 
Club 
Wednesday 

lunch break.  

Run by Year 

8 pupil  

librarians 

Click the book for 

details.  
Sign up from next week as advised by Form Tutors. First come first served.  

Year 5 and Year 6 Book Clubs 

We have really enjoyed reading and discussing our chosen books this 

month. If you would like to read these books too, please request them 

on your library bookmarks! 

Year 5 and Mrs Burnside have 

thoroughly enjoyed reading 

Malamander by Thomas 

Taylor. “This book is epic!” 

say club members.  

Y6 and Mrs Grieve have 

been biting their nails 

throughout this spine-

chilling adventure.  

Recommended 

Read 

A guide to being yourself and 

navigating the journey to get 

there.  What would you dare 

to try if you stopped worrying 

about fitting in? 

If you're the kind of person 

who thinks: I don't like 

standing out from the crowd ... I wish I could be 

more like the cool kids ... There's no point trying 

to change things ... then this book is for you. 

Because guess what? There's no such thing as 

normal. 

When you stop doubting yourself, embrace 

change and let your kindness loose, you 

become your own action hero. 

Stop Press!! 
Mr Smith highly 
recommends this 
inspirational book and 
would like as many of you 
as possible to read it! Let’s 
fill Feltonfleet with ‘action 
heroes!’ 

Library Twitter Guru Mrs 

Grieve has won an extra copy 

of the book, as well as a 

poster, stickers and bookmarks, from the very 

generous toppsta. Do take a look at their website 

for lots of great book reviews and chances to win 

books to review yourselves. www.toppsta.com  

Library Books 

Don’t forget to return your library 

books before we break up for 

Christmas.  If you want to keep your 

book or swap it for a new one to 

have over the Christmas holidays 

that is fine.  

We wish all our Feltonfleet readers a very merry 

Christmas and happy, healthy New Year!  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46123742-the-strangeworlds-travel-agency?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=6pongfSjcH&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43132607-malamander?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=RjUnYgSY05&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954126-ghost?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ApQJ5KRPvK&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41079169-the-garden-of-lost-secrets?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=SVVfLrGI0t&rank=1
http://www.toppsta.com


 

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Year 2 

Luca M 

For exceptional progress and a 

highly positive attitude to 

learning. 

Year 3 

Calum S 

For his outstanding progress in 

swimming. 

Year 5 

Sam H 

For using his initiative and 

organising craft materials for a 

form time activity - a truly 

thoughtful and considerate act.  

 

Year 8 

Sam W 

For delivering his recorded Carol 

Service reading with confidence 

and clarity. 



 

CHARITY NEWS  

Movember - Thank You! 

Huge thanks to all those who donated money 

towards the staggering total of £4800 that has been 

raised for the TYAC ward and the Royal Surrey 

County Hospital Charity, as the result of Movember 

sponsorship contributions. Also congratulations to all 

the members of Feltonfleet staff who joined Sam in 

his Movember challenge - a fantastic team effort! 

Sam Blewitt 

Mental Health Lead, Positive Living Subject 

Leader & Head of Year 7  

 

https://

www.rschcharity.org.uk/

appeal/sam-blewitts-

movember-page  

COMPETITION  

https://www.rschcharity.org.uk/appeal/sam-blewitts-movember-page
https://www.rschcharity.org.uk/fundraisers/sam-blewitts-movember-page
https://www.rschcharity.org.uk/fundraisers/sam-blewitts-movember-page
https://www.rschcharity.org.uk/fundraisers/sam-blewitts-movember-page
https://www.rschcharity.org.uk/fundraisers/sam-blewitts-movember-page

