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 Newsletter 
Friday 6th December 2019  

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

Dear Parents,  

Our Christmas lights and trees, the Christmas Cavern 

(formerly known as the Tree House!) and our 

Feltonfleet Reindeer were all unveiled this week in the 

build-up to the end of term festivities.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Pre-Prep Carol Service at St Andrew’s Church was 

truly heart-warming and a reminder of the true meaning 

of Christmas. Year 2 pupils led the rest of Pre-Prep in a 

wonderful Carol Service with excellent singing in a service 

organised superbly by Mrs Burton Smith & Mrs Weinel.  

When our youngest Nursery children stood up to sing 

their hearts out, there was a measurable difference 

evident in their confidence since the early days in 

September. It was wonderful to see.  

 

 

On Monday, we welcomed back over eighty 

elderly residents and their carers from across 

the Borough of Elmbridge to enjoy Christmas 

lunch in the Ashbee Theatre. The residents 

were treated to Christmas carols sung by Year 2, then our Year 8 

pupils served our visitors and ate with them.  This was a special 

opportunity to support our wider community. 

 

 

 

 

Fortnightly 

Continued overleaf….. 
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Shelley Lance 

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS  

The week concluded with Carols for Grandparents, 

an annual event brilliantly orchestrated by Mr 

Andrews and the Music department.  We welcomed 

our grandparents for coffee, mulled wine and mince 

pies, treating them to performances by our school 

musical ensembles including the Orchestra, 

Recorder Consort, Middle Choir, Upper Choir and 

Chamber Choir, who led us in singing well known 

carols.  Our grandparents were then joined by their 

grandchildren for a tour of the school – always one 

of the highlights of the occasion. 

As if that were not enough, further preparations for 

the festive period are in full swing.  Christmas 

lunches and Carol Services are just around the 

corner next week, so the pupils are busy with 

rehearsals. In some ways, it is just another normal 

week in the life of our vibrant, busy School! 

Following the wonderful feedback on last year’s 

Christmas Video, featuring our fantastic Choirs, some parents may be wondering whether there will be 

another one this year.  Whilst we certainly intend to make further videos in the future, it is logistically 

not possible to do them annually.  However, we still plan 

to showcase the Feltonfleet Choirs on a regular basis, 

with recordings by the Middle and Upper Choirs of 

favourite Christmas songs.  We are also submitting an 

entry to this year's Eagle Radio Christmas Competition, 

as we have done in the past.  The song is “Holly Jolly 

Christmas” and we hope very much that it will be played 

during the holidays, so do listen out for it!   

This is our last Newsletter of the term and it brings all 

good wishes from everyone at Feltonfleet for a joyous 

and peaceful Christmas holiday.  
Feltonfleet Christmas Video 2018 

https://www.feltonfleet.co.uk/1088/merry-christmas


 3 

 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL 

OASIS CHILDREN’S CHARITY 

First of all, thank you on behalf of Caroline Edwards and all the 

staff and volunteers at Oasis Children’s Charity for your 

generous donations so far. 

Caroline visited the school to speak to parents on Tuesday 

26th November.  Her powerful message highlighted the plight 

of many adults and children who have suffered and continue to suffer the effects of Domestic 

Abuse.  Due to recent cuts, Oasis is now the sole provider of this kind of support for families and 

individuals in Elmbridge. From February 2020, they will be completely funded by charitable 

donations.  Thank you to the parents who managed to attend the talk with Caroline. Her message 

evoked many emotions and ideas amongst the audience and we are proud of our community 

response. 

Following Caroline’s visit, we began 

Friday 29th November with an 

assembly by Graham Farmer, a 

trustee of Oasis.  He spoke to pupils 

from Years 3 to 8, highlighting the 

hidden poverty in the streets around 

our school.  Graham discussed the 

reasons for his involvement in the 

work of the charity and gave the 

pupils an idea of how they and the 

school community could help Oasis 

support impoverished families.  

As you will know, we are currently 

providing immediate support via our Christmas Drive.  The total number of gifts 

donated is now over 200 and we are well on our way to helping Oasis provide 

400 presents for children living in poverty in the Elmbridge area.  Friends of 

Feltonfleet Class Reps have been involved in coordinating gifts for specific age 

groups. 

Additionally, thank you so much to the families who have donated towards the 

Christmas Hamper Appeal.  Oasis plans to provide 80 Christmas Hampers to 

families who rely upon Foodbank donations so that they can enjoy a Christmas 

Dinner at home.  Hampers cost £75 each and donations of any amount are 

welcome via the Friends of Feltonfleet bank account. 

The Friends have been working with Oasis to ensure 

Gift Aid can be claimed on contributions made thus far. 

We would love to get as close as we can to the 400 

figure for presents and 80 Hampers too, so please do 

bring in a gift if you haven’t already and donate 

towards the Hamper Appeal.  The deadline for both is 

Wednesday 11th December. 

In January, we will meet to consider how we can 

develop a long term partnership with Oasis in order to 

support them both financially and strategically and 

ensure that they can continue to provide critical 

services to families in need. Ewan Carradine 
Deputy Head 
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PRE-PREP NEWS 

Pre-Prep pupils have been 

happily preparing for 

Christmas by decorating 

trees in both their 

Houses:  Calvi House and 

Year 2 House. While the 

tinsel has been twisting, 

pupils have been singing 

along to familiar and more modern festive tunes 

as their Carol Service approached.  

On the day, they raised the roof of St Andrew’s, 

our local Parish church in Cobham, with carols to 

celebrate the arrival of Christmas. Bringing the Pre-Prep community together in church for the first ever Pre-

Prep Carol Service, each year group sang in a wonderful symphony of cheerful and moving carols, alongside 

the retelling of the birth of Baby Jesus by our Year 2 readers. Local road users were surprised to see a few 

shepherds, wise men, angels and even a donkey peeking out of our fleet of Feltonfleet minibuses heading 

through Cobham! 
Amanda Burton Smith 

Head of Pre-Prep 
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LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

Christmas has arrived in the Lower School with magic and 

sparkles! Much against the wishes of the staff after his 

mischief and nonsense last year, Hudson the elf has returned 

(uninvited..) and is keeping a close eye on the pupils, whilst 

proving to require more supervision than they do! Each 

morning he can be found somewhere different, usually 

having been up to no good during the night. Miss Cherry is 

growing increasingly impatient with his behaviour.  

Not content with that, Hudson has infiltrated Year 4 English 

lessons, and pupils have been practising their letter writing, 

reporting and creation of dialogue based 

around Hudson's exploits.  

Year 3 have focused on 

the meaning of Advent and 

have created Christingles 

in RE lessons to celebrate 

Jesus being the Light of 

the World. They understand the 

significance of the elements they 

added to the oranges and why 

Advent is important. 

The Christmas Cavern has undoubtedly been a high 

point of this week. Pupils (and staff!) have thoroughly enjoyed having the 

opportunity to read and listen to stories in what is a completely magical 

place.  

With our Carol Service taking place next week, Lower 

School pupils have been busy practising. It is going 

to be a very special service, with participation from 

the Lower Choir and 

Orchestra, songs from 

the whole of Year 3 and 

4, and readings 

and carols as 

well. 

Elizabeth Cherry  
Head of Lower School 
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YEAR 6 SCIENTISTS VISIT WELLINGTON 

Last Thursday, Year 6 jetted off excitedly down the road to Wellington College for their 

Prep School Chemistry Spectacular.  

Although the skies were dark, the mood was exuberant with good reason. We were 

greeted by two large hydrogen ‘bombs’ to wake everyone up at the start of the show.  

Then there followed a flame and explosion-filled hour as the Wellington staff worked their way through 

various elements of the periodic table. There were non-stop ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ from a packed theatre 

audience throughout.  

We were left with a parting gift of a chemical hand warmer to keep us warm as we dashed back to the 

coach through the pouring rain, heading back to school.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 
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   UPPER SCHOOL NEWS 

FOCUS ON PSB GEOGRAPHY 

This term, in PSB Geography 

lessons, pupils have been given a 

'BBC Apprentice-style’ task as part 

of their learning  on 'Transport' 

with particular focus on the 

proposed third runway at Heathrow Airport. 

Pupils were put in groups and were asked to 

nominate a leader. They then had to come up with 

company name and design a logo. Collaborative 

work followed to produce a presentation on  Google 

slides, a mock news report and a verbal 

presentation to the class to state whether they 

were for or against this proposed transport project. 

This week, the pupil groups presented their work to members of the SLT to showcase what they had 

learned as part of this brief. 

The senior staff were impressed with the quality of research that had taken place, the quality of the Google 

slide presentations; and indeed how pupils had risen to the challenge of public speaking. 

As a follow up to this work, pupils will be asked to reflect on their learning as part of a self review against 

all six PSB strands. It is hoped that pupils will review this piece of work, identifying how it could have been 

improved. This will help them develop as critical thinkers and mature learners.  

Matt Rochford 
Geography Subject Leader 
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NORTHERN LIGHTS TRIAL NIGHT    

THE VALUE OF BOARDING AND THE LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IT BRINGS 

On Friday 29th November, Feltonfleet Knights welcomed 23 boys and 

girls from Years 3-6 to ‘try out’ boarding. To assist with the evening, 

not only did all the Boarding Tutors make themselves available, but we 

also had the support of six Year 8 pupils who are regular boarders. 

The evening began with activities, with one group of trial boarders 

playing laser tag around the school grounds whilst the other 

participated in an art activity. After half an hour, the groups swapped 

over, allowing everyone to experience both.  Following activities, pupils 

enjoyed Chef John’s delicious Spaghetti Bolognese before heading into 

the woods to roast marshmallows over an open fire prepared earlier by 

Grounds Assistant, George Ractliffe. 

Then came the highlight of the evening….FIREWORKS!! 

Mr Vaughan Davies and the Gap Tutors took great 

delight in setting light to a number of self-igniting 

fireworks which were far more impressive than anyone 

thought they would be. To be honest, I could have 

charged an entry fee to watch them! 

After the display, pupils went back to the Boarding 

House, showered and got into pyjamas ready to watch 

the chosen film, Aladdin. After popcorn and the film, 

pupils settled into bed. This was in no small measure due 

to the Year 8 pupils being strategically placed in all 

of the dormitories. They were there to assist with 

making beds, folding clothes, helping pack/unpack 

bags and answer any questions.  In the morning, 

the same pupils were there to help with the 

morning routine and all belongings so no items 

were lost or misplaced.  

 

 

 

It has been said 

that ‘education is the mother of leadership’. In Feltonfleet 

Knights, you can trust that pupils’ skills and interests will be 

nurtured through close mentorships and friendships forged 

with older pupils in the Boarding House. In the last six 

years, I have seen countless boarders develop into 

charismatic, confident and self-reliant leaders. For pupils 

who immerse themselves in boarding, collaboration and 

communication skills do become second nature and the way 

they interact with younger pupils is a privilege to witness.                                                                                                                           

The trial night this year was such a success because all the 

trial boarders were brilliant and were expertly helped along the way by an impressive bunch of Year 8 pupils.  

A great advert for our school, for Destination 13 and for Boarding!!!                                                                                                                                          

BOARDING NEWS 

Matt Rochford 
Head of Boarding 
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SPORTS NEWS 

SECTION SWIMMING GALAS  

Well done to all the pupils who have taken part in section swimming 

galas this week. There was some great swimming on display. It was 

also great to see the support the pupils gave each other throughout.  

Results:  

James Thompson 
Head of Boys Games 

Mel Jackson 
Head of Girls 

Games 

Middle School 

1st Badgers 

2nd Foxes 

3rd Otters 

4th Tigers 

Upper School 

1st Tigers 

2nd Otters 

3rd Foxes 

4th Badgers 

YEARS 3 & 4 GIRLS HOCKEY SECTION MATCHES 

The girls fought as hard as they always do in the Year 3 & 4 

Section Hockey Matches. They always seem to find that extra 

bit of grit and determination when they play against each 

other. Year 3 played a 4v4 tournament and Year 4 played a 

6v6 one, and the scores were combined to find the overall 

winner. It was a fantastic display of hockey, demonstrating 

the improvements they have made over the term. Well done 

girls!  

Lower School 

1st Badgers 

2nd Otters 

3rd Tigers 

4th Foxes 
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BOYS ENJOY A FINE START TO RUGBY  

Over the past two weeks, the rugby season has really kicked into gear with a number of fixtures and some 

excellent performances. Across the school, I am delighted with the hard work, commitment and dedication 

being shown by our boys to their rugby.  

Last week we played Highfield School in every year group from Year 4 to 8. Across those sixteen fixtures we 

won 14 of them. We then backed this up this week with our Year 5s and 6s winning every match played 

against The Hawthorns, and the Year 7 and 8s putting in some encouraging displays against Milbourne Lodge 

and Rokeby.   

The juniors had some pleasing results on Thursday with seven of eight matches with The Hawthorns ending 

in wins.  

The progress being made reflects the significant effort of all the players and coaches. I am hugely proud of 

all their work and look forward to seeing it continue into the new year.  

Matt Rochford 
Hockey Coach 

EXCELLENT TERM FOR GIRLS 

3RD HOCKEY 

This term in Girls hockey, one of the most 

successful school teams has been the Girls 3rd 

team. At the start of the season, they lost a 

couple of matches by just a single goal and up 

until this week they had won every other match. 

Along the way they have beaten the likes of 

St.John’s, Hawthorns, Downsend, Cranleigh, 

Belmont and Highfield.  In the process they have 

played great hockey with an infectious team 

spirit. It has been a privilege to see the girls 

grow and develop as very capable hockey 

players. They should be proud of their 

performances and their conduct both on and off 

the pitch. 
3rd Team Squad: Florence J, Amy v R, Sophie D, Lisara M, Lucy K, 

Heather H, Anastasia R-H (Capt.), Anna H, Amelie R   

James Thompson 
Head of Boys Games 

SPORTS NEWS 
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I try to forget what’s happened or what is 

happening and focus on the fixture ahead of me. 

After the game I think about what I did well and 

work on the bad things.  Dominic B 

We visualise what we want to do in the 

match, then we will take a few deep breaths 

in and out to try and calm our nerves before 

the games. After the games I reflect on my 

performance and think about what worked 

well for me and what went wrong and then 

try to improve what didn’t go well to make me 

a better sportsman. Will K 

We think and imagine what the match is going to 

be like and we all go around suggesting our ideas 

which hypes us up and makes us determined to 

beat that team, but we also speak about how if we 

do win, we shouldn’t be loud about it, but have 

sportsmanship. After the game we all reflect on 

what we did well but also what we could improve 

on, then we practise it in training.   Nirvana McK 

SPORTS NEWS 

MENTAL FITNESS IN SPORT 

Our Upper School sportsmen and women have 

been reflecting on their own personal strategies 

for mental fitness in sport:   

Ed Smith 
Director of Sport 

CHARITY NEWS 

Another industrious term in Design and Technology has seen Year 8 

putting all their efforts into our business enterprise group 

‘Feltonfleet Warehouse’. The students produced a range of gifts, 

including Christmas-themed 

headbands, which have been 

hugely popular. Orders have been 

coming in over the past weeks 

and our final sale took place on 

Wednesday, raising in excess of 

£1200 for the school charity 

Oasis.  A very successful year!  

Emma Elsom 
D & T Subject Leader 



 12 

 

MUSIC NEWS 

CAROLS FOR GRANDPARENTS 

This morning we welcomed our Feltonfleet grandparents for a morning of festivities in our 

annual Carols for Grandparents concert. 

The Upper, Middle and Chamber choirs joined with our Orchestra to present a fun-filled programme 

involving over 130 children. The programme included: White Christmas, Gaudete (with the 

Recorder Consort), The 12 Days of Christmas, Holly, Jolly Christmas, Star Wars, Autumn by 

Vivialdi...and excellent singing from our grandparents in the carols! 

Many thanks to our fantastic choir and orchestra, who spent hours in breaks and lunches 

rehearsing, and to our grandparents for coming to support the occasion. 

Parents will get their chance to hear our choirs at next Friday's carol service, but here is a sneak 

peek of what we got up to today:  (Click the play button below).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_hEbeonz20
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MUSIC NEWS 

ABRSM MUSIC EXAM RESULTS 

Congratulations to the pupils below who took ABRSM exams this term.  

Candidate Year Instrument Grade Category 

Austin A  5 Piano 02 Pass 

Dominic A  6 Clarinet 01 Pass 

Isabel B  5 Flute 01 Merit 

Kitty B  5 Piano Prep Test  

Benjamin C 4 Flute Prep Test  

Thomas C  7 Alto Saxophone 01 Merit 

Maya E  6 Piano Prep Test  

Isabella E  5 Piano 01 Pass 

Edward G  4 Clarinet 01 Merit 

Leila G  5 Violin 02 Merit 

Aleksandar H 5 Piano 02 Pass 

Emilija H 8 Theory 04 Pass 

Happy H 3 Piano 01 Pass 

George H  7 Alto Saxophone 01 Merit 

Jessica J  6 Piano Prep Test  

Heidi McA  6 Piano 03 Pass 

Beatrice M  6 Piano Prep Test  

Mateo M  5 Piano 02 Pass 

Louie M  4 Piano Prep Test  

Harry N  4 Piano Prep Test  

George P 4 Piano 01 Pass 

Evie S-S 4 Piano Prep Test  

Isabelle S  4 Piano 01 Merit 

William S  5 Trumpet 01 Pass 

Tilly S  7 Flute 03 Pass 

Alexander T 4 Piano Prep Test  

Daniel T  6 Trumpet 03 Merit 
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PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENT  

HEADMISTRESS AWARDS 

  

 

 

 

Every fortnight, four pupils are nominated by their teachers for a Headmistress Award for outstanding 

examples of Positive Learning, Living or Leading.  We are pleased to announce this week’s award 

winners, who will receive their certificates in assembly on Monday. 

Year 2 

Daniella P-O 

For finding and using her 'louder 

voice' in our Carol Service. 

 

 

Year 3 

Mason W 

For the effort and enthusiasm 

that he brings to school each 

day. 

Year 6 

David C 

For embodying the school values, 

wearing a bright smile every day 

and showing a positive attitude to 

all aspects of school life 

consistently this term. 

Year 8 

Leah W 

 For working on the development 

of her singing and improving the 

quality of her sound  - 

especially her top notes.  
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WHAT’S COMING UP?  

LOWER SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE 

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 11.00AM - 12.00PM 

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, COBHAM 

Lower School Parents are warmly invited to join us for our traditional 

service as we wish all our Feltonfleet families a very Merry Christmas.  

SLT BREAKFAST FOR YEARS 3 & 4 

THURSDAY 16TH JANUARY 8.15AM 

OLD LIBRARY 

Please do join our Senior Leadership Team for an informal chat over tea, 

coffee and pastries.  

LOWER SCHOOL PIANO CONCERT 

THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 8.15 - 8.45AM 

MEMORIAL HALL 

Parents are invited to join us for this informal piano concert featuring 

pupils of Amanda Allen. 

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL CAROL 

SERVICE 

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2.00PM - 3.00PM 

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, COBHAM 

Parents of pupils in Years 5 - 8  are warmly invited to join us for our 

traditional service as we wish all our Feltonfleet families a very Merry 

Christmas.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Weekly Bulletin 

 
 

 
 
Week 15 – Dec 9 – 15 2019 

 

Monday 9 

09:45 Girls Hockey 1st v Surrey Hockey Cup @ St John’s School Away 

12:00 Pre-Prep Christmas Lunch  

12:15 Years 3 & 4 packed lunch  

12:45 Years 5 & 6 Christmas Lunch  

13:15 Year 7 & 8 packed lunch  

16:00 - 17:00 Lower Swim Squad (Years 3 & 4)   Pool 

Tuesday 10 

07:00 - 07:45 Upper Swim Squad (Years 7 & 8) Pool 

12:00 Pre-Prep Packed Lunch  

12:00 Years 3 & 4 Christmas Lunch  

12:45 Years 5 & 6 packed lunch  

13:15 Years 7 & 8 Christmas Lunch  

Wednesday 11 

08:20 – 09:00 Years 5 – 8 Academic Awards Assembly  

Thursday 12 

07:00 - 07:45 Middle Swim Squad (Years 5 & 6) Pool 

08:20 – 09:00 Years 3 & 4 Awards Assembly   

15:00 - 15:45 Prefects Christmas Play  

18:00 Boarders Christmas Party  Dining Hall 

Friday 13 

11:00 - 12:00 Lower School Carol Service (Years 3 & 4) St Andrew's Ch 

12:00 Term ends for Pre-Prep & Lower School pupils  

14:00 - 15:00 Middle and Upper School Carol Service (Years 5-8) St Andrew's Ch 

15:00 Term ends for Years 5 - 8  

 

 


